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ABSTRACT 
 
Sustainable tourism development is crucial for preserving natural and cultural resources 
while supporting local economies. In the coastal areas of Dauin, rapid tourism growth 
presents both opportunities and challenges, particularly in environmental conservation, 
community engagement, and resource management. Addressing these issues is 
essential to ensure long-term sustainability while maximizing the benefits of tourism for 
local stakeholders. This study aimed to assess the extent to which tourism challenges 
contribute to sustainable development and identify opportunities that promote eco-friendly 
practices, economic benefits, and stakeholder collaboration. A quantitative research 
design was employed, utilizing a self-made survey questionnaire for data collection. 
Statistical tools such as frequency and percentage, weighted mean, and Pearson’s 
Correlation Coefficient were applied to analyze the responses. Findings indicated that 
environmental conservation efforts, community involvement, and resource management 
significantly impact sustainable tourism. Community engagement emerged as the most 
influential factor, highlighting the importance of local participation in tourism sustainability. 
Additionally, eco-friendly practices, job creation, and partnerships among stakeholders 
were identified as key opportunities. A significant relationship was established between 
tourism challenges and opportunities, suggesting that addressing resource limitations 
and enhancing collaboration can strengthen sustainability efforts. These findings 
emphasize the need for improved conservation programs, increased stakeholder 
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engagement, and better resource allocation. Strengthening these aspects ensures the 
long-term sustainability of Dauin’s coastal tourism, benefiting both the local community 
and the environment.   
 
Keywords: sustainable tourism, coastal tourism, environmental conservation, community 
involvement, eco-friendly practices, economic benefits, stakeholder collaboration, 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

Sustainable tourism development is a critical global issue, as tourism continues to 
grow rapidly, impacting both environmental and socio-economic aspects of many regions. 
The tourism sector contributes significantly to global economic development but often 
leads to various negative consequences, such as environmental degradation, loss of 
biodiversity, and unsustainable resource use (Mowforth & Munt, 2021). Coastal areas, in 
particular, are vulnerable due to their ecological sensitivity and heavy reliance on natural 
resources, which are often overexploited to meet tourist demand (UNWTO, 2020). As 
tourism activities expand, coastal areas are facing the challenge of balancing economic 
growth with environmental preservation, with many regions struggling to implement 
sustainable practices (Gössling, et al., 2022). The main problem lies in the 
mismanagement of resources and the lack of effective strategies for mitigating negative 
environmental impacts, which jeopardize the future of coastal ecosystems. 

 
The Philippines, with its extensive coastline and numerous islands, faces 

significant challenges in promoting sustainable tourism, particularly in coastal areas. Over 
the past few decades, rapid tourism development has resulted in the degradation of 
marine ecosystems, including coral reefs, mangroves, and coastal habitats, due to 
overexploitation of resources, pollution, and unregulated tourism practices (Bautista, et 
al., 2020). The lack of effective environmental governance and the absence of sustainable 
tourism policies have further contributed to these issues. In many popular tourist 
destinations, waste management systems are inadequate, leading to the accumulation of 
plastics and other pollutants in coastal areas, severely impacting marine life (Luna, 2022). 
Additionally, local communities often remain marginalized, with limited opportunities to 
participate in decision-making processes or benefit equitably from tourism revenues 
(Aldaba, et al., 2021). These systemic challenges highlight the urgent need for a more 
integrated approach to sustainable tourism development that considers both 
environmental protection and community welfare. 

 
Existing studies on sustainable tourism in coastal areas have largely focused on 

specific environmental or economic aspects of tourism development, with limited 
consideration of the full range of challenges and opportunities at the local level. For 
instance, a study by Mendoza, et al. (2023), examines the economic impacts of tourism 
on small coastal communities in the Philippines, emphasizing job creation and economic 
growth but overlooking environmental management and community involvement. While 
their study provides valuable insights into the economic dimensions of sustainable 
tourism, it does not consider the broader challenges, particularly in terms of resource 
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limitations and environmental sustainability. In contrast, this study aims to address the 
gap by exploring the interconnectedness of tourism challenges and opportunities in 
Dauin’s coastal area, focusing on environmental conservation, community participation, 
and resource management. By addressing these dimensions holistically, this research 
will provide a more comprehensive understanding of how sustainable tourism can be 
promoted in the region. 

 
The compelling reason for conducting this study lies in the urgent need to ensure 

that tourism in Dauin's coastal areas is both environmentally sustainable and beneficial 
to local communities. With the increasing pressure on coastal resources, it is crucial to 
assess the extent to which existing tourism challenges hinder sustainable development 
and to identify opportunities that could promote eco-friendly practices, economic benefits, 
and job creation. Furthermore, this study will explore the significant role of stakeholder 
partnerships in driving sustainable tourism initiatives, ultimately contributing to the long-
term preservation of Dauin’s natural heritage while fostering inclusive economic 
development. 
 
Research Questions 
 

This study aims to investigate the sustainable tourism development; challenges 
and opportunities in Coastal Areas in Dauin. Specifically, the study seeks to address the 
following questions: 

 
1. To what extent do existing tourism challenges in Dauin contribute to sustainable 

development in Dauin in terms of: 
1.1. Environmental conservation and management 
1.2. Community involvement and local supports and; 
1.3. Resources limitations. 

2. What is the extent of availability of opportunities in promoting sustainable tourism 
in the coastal area of Dauin in terms of: 

2.1. Eco-friendly practice; 
2.2. Economic benefits and job creation; 
2.3. Partnerships and collaborations with stakeholders? 

3. Is there a significant relationship between existing tourism challenges in Dauin and 
availability of opportunities in promoting sustainable tourism in the coastal of 
Dauin? 

 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
Research design 
 

The study utilized a descriptive-correlational survey design to examine the existing 
tourism challenges and opportunities for sustainable tourism development in the coastal 
area of Dauin. Descriptive correlation was employed to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the relationship between perceived tourism challenges, such as 
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environmental degradation and resource limitations, and the available opportunities for 
promoting sustainable practices like eco-friendly initiatives and economic benefits. This 
approach allowed for the analysis of differences and similarities in stakeholders' 
perceptions across various dimensions of sustainable tourism development, including 
environmental conservation, community involvement, and resource management. 

 
The primary tool for data collection was a survey questionnaire. The questionnaire 

was designed to assess respondents' perceptions regarding the impact of tourism 
challenges on sustainable development and the extent of opportunities for promoting eco-
friendly practices, job creation, and stakeholder collaboration. Additionally, it gathered 
information on the role of community involvement and local support in addressing tourism 
challenges and promoting sustainable tourism practices. 

  
The collected data was analyzed and interpreted to understand the relationship 

between existing challenges and available opportunities in fostering sustainable tourism 
in the coastal area of Dauin, providing insights into effective strategies for sustainable 
development in tourism. 

 
Research respondents  
 

The respondents of the study were the stakeholders from Barangay Poblacion I, 
II, and III of Dauin, Negros Oriental. Out of the total population of 3,634 individuals, 360 
respondents were chosen as the sample, with a margin of error 0.05. The selection 
process was systematic, ensuring that a diverse group of respondents, including local 
residents, and business owners, were included to represent a range of perspectives on 
sustainable tourism. The process was facilitated with the assistance of local officials to 
ensure the accuracy and appropriateness of the sample population. Below is the 
distribution of the respondents across the different groups: 
 

Barangays Population Sample 
Poblacion I 1, 468 145 
Poblacion II 1, 186 118 
Poblacion III 980 97 

 
Total 

 
3, 634 

 
360 

 
Research instruments 
 

In gathering important data for the study, the researchers utilized a validated self-
made survey questionnaire. In the first part, the researchers presented the topic and 
objectives of the study through a letter. The instructions were made clear for the 
respondents to understand immediately. Respondents also provided important 
information about themselves regarding their own profiles. 

 
The researchers consulted with their adviser and subject teacher to ensure the 

validity of the instrument's content. Apart from the adviser and subject teacher, the 
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researchers also showed it to 3 expert to ensure the quality of the questions. They 
checked if the aspects included in the indicators were coherent. The suggestions and 
corrections of the reviewers were carefully considered by the researcher for the 
improvement of the entire research and for modifying it based on the questionnaire's 
validity.  

 
In assessing the certainty of the items, a dry-run was conducted. Thirty 

respondents were part of the dry-run. The items was examined in terms of certainty using 
the Cronbach's alpha test. This was considered an appropriate type of research in the 
survey where the items was not measured as right or wrong, and different answers can 
be given for each item (McMillan & Schumacher, 2001). This was done to prove the 
reliability of the items within the questionnaire. Based on the results, all items included in 
the survey questionnaire were found to be reliable as they reached and exceeded the 
0.70 level of reliability. 
 
Research procedure 
 

After the initial defense, the researchers incorporated all the corrections and 
suggestions provided by the panel members. A letter of request to conduct the study was 
sent to the Barangay Captain of Poblacion 1, 2, and 3 in Dauin, requesting permission to 
conduct the study in the coastal areas. Upon receiving the signed and approved letter, 
the researchers coordinated with local leaders and stakeholders in each barangay. The 
researchers then briefed the respondents on the purpose and significance of the study 
before distributing the questionnaires. The questionnaires were distributed to the selected 
respondents, who included local residents, and business owners. Once the data was 
collected, the researchers processed the results using MS Excel, followed by analysis 
and interpretation of the findings. 
 
 
RESULTS 
 

Table 1.1 shows the extent to which existing tourism challenges contribute to 
sustainable development in Dauin in terms of environmental conservation and 
management. 

 
Table 1.1  
Extent of Existing Tourism Challenges in Dauin contributing to Sustainable 
Development in Dauin in terms of Environmental Conservation and Management 

Environmental Conservation and Management 𝒘𝒙 
Verbal 

Description 
Extent of 

Challenges 

1. Waste in coastal areas is collected and disposed of 
regularly and efficiently. 

3.92 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

2. Tourists receive adequate information on proper waste 
disposal practices. 

3.88 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

3. Water quality in coastal areas is consistently monitored 
and maintained. 

3.84 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 
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4. Coral reefs are protected from damage. 3.82 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

5. Tourism activities are designed to minimize their impact on 
local biodiversity. 

3.84 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

Composite 3.86 
Strongly 

Agree 
Very High 

Legend:  Scale  Verbal Description  Extent of Challenges 
  3.25 – 4.00 Strongly Agree  Very High  
  2.50 – 3.24 Agree    High   
  1.75 – 2.49 Disagree   Low  

  1.00 – 1.74 Strongly Disagree  Very Low 

Table 1.2 shows the extent to which existing tourism challenges contribute to 
sustainable development in Dauin in terms of community involvement and local support. 
 
 
Table 1.2  
Extent of Contribution to Sustainable Development in Dauin of Existing Tourism 
Challenges in terms of Community Involvement and Local Supports 

Community Involvement and Local Supports 𝒘𝒙 
Verbal 

Description 
Extent of 

Challenges 

1. The community actively participates in environmental 
conservation efforts related to tourism. 

3.85 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

2. Local residents engage in environmental protection 
activities, such as beach cleanups. 

3.93 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

3. Local regulations and policies on environmental protection 
receive strong community support. 

3.92 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

4. The community understands the importance of 
environmental protection for sustainable tourism. 

3.9 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

5. Residents demonstrate a strong sense of responsibility for 
environmental sustainability. 

3.93 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

Composite 3.91 
Strongly 

Agree 
Very High 

Legend:  Scale  Verbal Description  Extent of Challenges 
  3.25 – 4.00 Strongly Agree  Very High  
  2.50 – 3.24 Agree    High   
  1.75 – 2.49 Disagree   Low  

  1.00 – 1.74 Strongly Disagree  Very Low 

 Table 1.3 shows the extent to which resource limitations contribute to sustainable 
development in Dauin. 
 
 
Table 1.3  
Extent of Existing Tourism Challenges in Dauin contributing to Sustainable 
Development in terms of Resources Limitations 

Resources Limitations 𝒘𝒙 
Verbal 

Description 
Extent of 

Challenges 

1. Reliable utilities, such as water and electricity, adequately 
support both tourism businesses and residents. 

3.9 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

2. Communication technology is sufficient to meet the needs 
of tourism businesses and residents. 

3.89 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

3. Freshwater resources are available in sufficient quantities 
for both tourism and local use. 

3.88 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 
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4. Sustainable management practices ensure the long-term 
availability of natural resources. 

3.88 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

5. Sustainable tourism practices in the municipality help 
preserve the long-term health of the coastal environment. 

3.87 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

Composite 3.88 
Strongly 

Agree 
Very High 

Legend:  Scale  Verbal Description  Extent of Challenges 
  3.25 – 4.00 Strongly Agree  Very High  
  2.50 – 3.24 Agree    High   
  1.75 – 2.49 Disagree   Low  

  1.00 – 1.74 Strongly Disagree  Very Low 

 Table 2.1 shows the extent to which eco-friendly practices contribute to promoting 
sustainable tourism in the coastal area of Dauin. 
 
 
Table 2.1  
Extent of Availability of Opportunities in promoting Sustainable Tourism in the 
Coastal Area of Dauin in terms of Eco-friendly Practices 

Eco-friendly practices 𝒘𝒙 
Verbal 

Description 
Extent of 

Availability 

1. Accommodations in the municipality provide recycling 
facilities for guests and staff. 

3.91 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

2. Tour activities minimize environmental impact, such as 
through responsible snorkeling, diving, and other sea 
water activities. 

3.90 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

3. Recycling programs are widely implemented and actively 
promoted among residents, businesses, and guests. 

3.85 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

4. The use of single-use plastics is minimized across the 
tourism sector. 

3.86 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

5. Tourists are educated on proper waste disposal practices. 
3.88 

Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

Composite 3.88 
Strongly 

Agree 
Very High 

Legend:  Scale  Verbal Description  Extent of Availability 
  3.25 – 4.00 Strongly Agree  Very High  
  2.50 – 3.24 Agree    High   
  1.75 – 2.49 Disagree   Low  

  1.00 – 1.74 Strongly Disagree  Very Low 

Table 2.2 shows the extent to which economic benefits and job creation contribute 
to promoting sustainable tourism in the coastal area of Dauin. 
 
 
Table 2.2  
Extent of Availability of Opportunities in promoting Sustainable Tourism in the 
Coastal Area of Dauin in terms of Economic Benefits and Job Creation 

Economic benefits and Job Creation 𝒘𝒙 
Verbal 

Description 
Extent of 

Availability 

1. Tourism in Dauin generates diverse employment 
opportunities for residents of all skill levels. 

3.85 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

2. Tourism significantly contributes to the overall economic 
growth of the municipality of Dauin. 

3.90 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 
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3. Dauin Tourism improves local residents’ quality of life. 
3.89 

Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

4. Dauin Tourism helps reduce poverty among local residents. 
3.84 

Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

5. Dauin Tourism increases the income of local residents. 
3.87 

Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

Composite 3.87 
Strongly 

Agree 
Very High 

Legend:  Scale  Verbal Description  Extent of Availability 
  3.25 – 4.00 Strongly Agree  Very High  
  2.50 – 3.24 Agree    High   
  1.75 – 2.49 Disagree   Low  

  1.00 – 1.74 Strongly Disagree  Very Low 

Table 2.3 presents the extent to which partnership and collaboration with 
stakeholders contribute to promoting sustainable tourism in the coastal area of Dauin. 
 
 
Table 2.3  
Extent of Availability of Opportunities in promoting Sustainable Tourism in the 
Coastal Area of Dauin in terms of Partnership and Collaboration with Stakeholders 

Partnership and Collaboration with Stakeholders 𝒘𝒙 
Verbal 

Description 
Extent of 

Availability 

1. Dauin local government actively supports sustainable 
tourism. 

3.91 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

2. Dauin local government and tourism stakeholders share a 
vision for sustainable tourism. 

3.9 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

3. Dauin tourism businesses work with environmental 
organizations to protect the coastal environment. 

3.86 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

4. Partnerships between the Dauin local government and 
environmental organizations help preserve coastal 
ecosystems. 

3.84 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

5. Collaboration between the local government and tourism 
businesses enhances the overall tourist experience in 
Dauin. 

3.83 
Strongly 
Agree 

Very High 

Composite 3.87 
Strongly 

Agree 
Very High 

Legend:  Scale  Verbal Description  Extent of Availability 
  3.25 – 4.00 Strongly Agree  Very High  
  2.50 – 3.24 Agree    High   
  1.75 – 2.49 Disagree   Low  

  1.00 – 1.74 Strongly Disagree  Very Low 

Table 3 shows the relationship between existing tourism challenges in Dauin and 

the availability of opportunities in promoting sustainable tourism in the coastal area of 

Dauin in terms of eco-friendly practices, economic benefits and job creation, and 

partnership and collaboration with stakeholders. 
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Table 3  
Relationship between Existing Tourism Challenges in Dauin and Availability of 
Opportunities in promoting Sustainable Tourism  
Variables Correlated Pearson r p-value Decision Remark 

Environmental Conservation and 
Management 

    

Eco-friendly practices 0.663 0.001 Reject Ho1 Significant 
Economic benefits and Job Creation 0.750 0.001 Reject Ho1 Significant 
Partnership and Collaboration with 
Stakeholders 

0.644 0.001 Reject Ho1 Significant 

Community Involvement and Local 
Supports 

    

Eco-friendly practices 0.579 0.005 Reject Ho1 Significant 
Economic benefits and Job Creation 0.628 0.001 Reject Ho1 Significant 
Partnership and Collaboration with 
Stakeholders 

0.613 0.001 Reject Ho1 Significant 

Resources Limitations     
Eco-friendly practices 0.754 0.001 Reject Ho1 Significant 
Economic benefits and Job Creation 0.691 0.001 Reject Ho1 Significant 
Partnership and Collaboration with 
Stakeholders 

0.662 0.001 Reject Ho1 Significant 

 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Extent of Existing Tourism Challenges in Dauin contributing to Sustainable 
Development in Dauin in terms of Environmental Conservation and Management 
 

Table 1.1 shows the extent to which existing tourism challenges contribute to 
sustainable development in Dauin in terms of environmental conservation and 
management. The findings indicate that environmental conservation and management 
efforts have an overall weighted mean of (wx̄ = 3.86), corresponding to a "Strongly Agree" 
rating and a "Very High" extent of challenges. This suggests that environmental 
conservation measures are effectively implemented and widely recognized by 
stakeholders in Dauin.   

 
The highest-rated item is that waste in coastal areas is collected and disposed of 

regularly and efficiently (wx̄ = 3.92), which falls under the "Strongly Agree" category, 
indicating a "Very High" level of challenges. This suggests that waste management 
practices are well-maintained and contribute significantly to sustainability efforts. 
Similarly, tourists receive adequate information on proper waste disposal practices (wx̄ = 
3.88), highlighting the effectiveness of awareness campaigns in promoting responsible 
tourism behavior. Water quality in coastal areas is consistently monitored and maintained 
(wx̄ = 3.84), reinforcing the strong commitment to maintaining environmental standards 
and ensuring the safety of marine ecosystems. Tourism activities are designed to 
minimize their impact on local biodiversity (wx̄ = 3.84), demonstrating the integration of 
sustainable practices in tourism-related developments. Lastly, coral reefs are protected 
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from damage (wx̄ = 3.82), reflecting the active enforcement of marine conservation 
policies that safeguard marine biodiversity.   

 
These findings align with the study of Diedrich, et al. (2022), which emphasizes 

the importance of effective waste management and conservation policies in ensuring the 
sustainability of coastal tourism destinations. Waste in coastal areas is collected and 
disposed of regularly and efficiently because of the implementation of strict waste 
management programs, which prevent pollution and degradation of marine habitats. As 
part of conservation initiatives, tourists receive adequate information on proper waste 
disposal practices through signage, orientation sessions, and environmental advocacy 
programs, ensuring that visitors actively participate in maintaining cleanliness and 
sustainability. Water quality in coastal areas is consistently monitored and maintained 
through regular testing and enforcement of environmental regulations, ensuring that 
marine resources remain viable for tourism and local livelihoods. This is consistent with 
the findings of Jones and Phillips (2021), who emphasized that community-based waste 
management programs contribute significantly to cleaner coastal environments and 
improved marine tourism experiences. Moreover, a study by Ortega, et al. (2023), found 
that providing tourists with clear waste disposal guidelines increases compliance rates, 
further reinforcing the importance of proper information dissemination in maintaining 
environmental quality.   

 
Additionally, the results support the findings of Buckley (2021), who highlighted 

that well-managed marine tourism destinations often integrate strict environmental 
policies, educational programs, and sustainable tourism frameworks to maintain 
ecological balance. Waste in coastal areas is collected and disposed of regularly and 
efficiently through municipal and community-driven programs that prevent environmental 
degradation. Tourists receive adequate information on proper waste disposal practices 
through educational campaigns and eco-tourism guidelines, ensuring that visitors comply 
with sustainability efforts. Water quality in coastal areas is consistently monitored and 
maintained through strict enforcement of pollution control policies, guaranteeing the long-
term health of marine ecosystems. Tourism activities are designed to minimize their 
impact on local biodiversity by integrating sustainable tourism policies, ensuring that the 
balance between environmental conservation and economic growth is maintained. These 
findings align with Miller and Green (2022), who noted that incorporating sustainability 
measures into tourism planning minimizes the adverse effects of tourism on local wildlife 
and habitats. Similarly, Smith, et al. (2023), found that strict regulations on marine tourism 
activities, such as controlled diving and snorkeling areas, help maintain biodiversity and 
prevent long-term ecological damage.   

 
Overall, the findings indicate that Dauin demonstrates a strong commitment to 

environmental conservation and management as part of its sustainable tourism 
development. Coral reefs are protected from damage by implementing strict conservation 
measures such as no-touch policies and marine zoning, preserving the vibrant 
biodiversity of the area. To further enhance these efforts, stakeholders may consider 
expanding eco-tourism initiatives, increasing community engagement in conservation 
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programs, and continuously improving monitoring systems to sustain the positive impact 
of tourism on the local environment. 
 
Extent of Contribution to Sustainable Development in Dauin of Existing Tourism 
Challenges in terms of Community Involvement and Local Supports 
 

Table 1.2 shows the extent to which existing tourism challenges contribute to 
sustainable development in Dauin in terms of community involvement and local support. 
The findings indicate that community involvement and local support have an overall 
weighted mean of (wx̄ = 3.91), corresponding to a "Strongly Agree" rating and a "Very 
High" extent of challenges. This suggests that the local community plays an essential role 
in supporting sustainable tourism initiatives and actively engages in environmental 
conservation efforts. 

 
The highest-rated items are that local residents engage in environmental 

protection activities, such as beach cleanups (wx̄ = 3.93), and that residents demonstrate 
a strong sense of responsibility for environmental sustainability (wx̄ = 3.93). These 
findings highlight the community’s commitment to maintaining the ecological integrity of 
Dauin through collective action and environmental stewardship. Similarly, local 
regulations and policies on environmental protection receive strong community support 
(wx̄ = 3.92), indicating that the residents acknowledge and adhere to policies promoting 
sustainability. The community understands the importance of environmental protection for 
sustainable tourism (wx̄ = 3.90), reinforcing the role of awareness programs and 
advocacy efforts in fostering a conservation-oriented mindset among locals. Lastly, the 
community actively participates in environmental conservation efforts related to tourism 
(wx̄ = 3.85), suggesting that stakeholders, including local authorities and tourism 
operators, effectively encourage and facilitate community involvement in sustainability 
programs.  

 
These findings align with the study of Stronza and Durham (2022), which 

emphasizes that active community participation is a crucial factor in the success of 
sustainable tourism initiatives. Local residents engage in environmental protection 
activities, such as beach cleanups, due to heightened awareness and direct involvement 
in conservation programs, which significantly contribute to preserving natural resources. 
Furthermore, the strong sense of responsibility for environmental sustainability among 
residents reflects the influence of long-term conservation efforts, educational campaigns, 
and government-led initiatives aimed at fostering environmental stewardship. According 
to Jiménez, et al. (2023), when communities perceive environmental sustainability as 
beneficial to their economic well-being, they are more likely to actively support and 
engage in conservation activities. 

 
Additionally, these results support the findings of Hall (2021), who highlighted that 

strong local support for environmental policies is a critical factor in ensuring the long-term 
success of sustainable tourism development. The community’s support for local 
regulations on environmental protection suggests that government policies and initiatives 
are well-aligned with the interests and values of the residents. Similarly, the community’s 
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understanding of the importance of environmental protection for sustainable tourism 
reflects the effectiveness of information dissemination and local engagement programs. 
A study by Weaver and Jin (2023) found that when communities are well-informed about 
the environmental and economic benefits of sustainable tourism, they exhibit higher levels 
of participation in conservation efforts and policy support.  

 
Overall, the findings indicate that Dauin’s local community is highly engaged in 

environmental conservation efforts, contributing significantly to sustainable tourism 
development. Residents demonstrate proactive involvement in environmental protection 
through activities such as cleanups, policy support, and sustainable tourism initiatives. To 
further enhance these efforts, stakeholders may consider expanding community-based 
conservation programs, increasing government and private sector support for 
sustainability initiatives, and fostering stronger collaboration between local organizations 
and tourism operators to maintain the long-term viability of environmental conservation in 
Dauin. 
 
Extent of Existing Tourism Challenges in Dauin contributing to Sustainable 
Development in terms of Resources Limitations 
 

Table 1.3 shows the extent to which resource limitations contribute to sustainable 
development in Dauin. The findings indicate that resource availability and management 
have an overall weighted mean of (wx̄ = 3.88), corresponding to a "Strongly Agree" rating 
and a "Very High" extent of challenges. This suggests that Dauin has a well-managed 
resource system that effectively supports both the local community and the tourism sector, 
ensuring sustainability in the long run. 

 
The highest-rated item is the availability of reliable utilities, such as water and 

electricity, adequately supporting both tourism businesses and residents (wx̄ = 3.9). This 
indicates that the municipality has a stable infrastructure that meets the growing demands 
of tourism without significantly affecting local residents. Communication technology is 
also sufficient to meet the needs of tourism businesses and residents (wx̄ = 3.89), 
highlighting the importance of digital connectivity in facilitating tourism services, business 
operations, and visitor experiences. Freshwater resources are available in sufficient 
quantities for both tourism and local use (wx̄ = 3.88), emphasizing the sustainable 
management of critical resources despite the potential pressures from tourism-related 
activities. Additionally, sustainable management practices ensure the long-term 
availability of natural resources (wx̄ = 3.88), reinforcing the municipality’s efforts to 
integrate resource conservation into tourism operations. Lastly, sustainable tourism 
practices in the municipality help preserve the long-term health of the coastal environment 
(wx̄ = 3.87), demonstrating the effectiveness of local conservation initiatives in 
maintaining ecological balance.  

  
These findings align with the study of Gössling and Hall (2022), which highlights 

that resource management is a fundamental component of sustainable tourism 
development. Their research indicates that ensuring the availability of essential utilities, 
such as water, electricity, and communication infrastructure, plays a crucial role in 
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enhancing the overall tourism experience while maintaining the quality of life for local 
residents. Similarly, the study of Becken (2023), emphasizes the importance of freshwater 
availability in coastal tourism destinations, noting that proactive resource management 
strategies help mitigate the risk of shortages caused by increasing tourist demand.   

 
Furthermore, the results support the findings of Dodds and Butler (2021), who 

emphasized the significance of sustainable tourism practices in preserving coastal 
environments. Their study suggests that when tourism stakeholders implement 
sustainable management approaches—such as controlled water usage, renewable 
energy adoption, and responsible waste disposal—natural resources can be preserved 
for long-term use. Likewise, the study of Espiner and Higham (2023), underscores that 
effective policies and community engagement in sustainability initiatives enhance the 
resilience of tourism destinations, ensuring continued economic benefits without 
compromising environmental integrity.   

 
Overall, the findings indicate that Dauin has successfully established a sustainable 

resource management system that supports both tourism development and local needs. 
The municipality demonstrates strong infrastructure support, efficient natural resource 
allocation, and proactive sustainability practices, which contribute to long-term 
environmental conservation and economic stability. To further strengthen these efforts, 
local authorities and tourism stakeholders may consider expanding renewable energy 
solutions, implementing stricter conservation policies, and fostering greater community 
participation in resource management initiatives to enhance sustainability in Dauin. 

 
Extent of Availability of Opportunities in promoting Sustainable Tourism in the 
Coastal Area of Dauin in terms of Eco-friendly Practices 
 

Table 2.1 shows the extent to which eco-friendly practices contribute to promoting 
sustainable tourism in the coastal area of Dauin. The findings indicate that eco-friendly 
practices have an overall weighted mean of (wx̄ = 3.88), corresponding to a "Strongly 
Agree" rating and a "Very High" extent of availability. This suggests that sustainable 
tourism efforts in the municipality are well-integrated, with strong support from 
businesses, tourists, and local stakeholders. 

 
The highest-rated item is that accommodations in the municipality provide 

recycling facilities for guests and staff (wx̄ = 3.91), indicating that sustainability measures 
are actively implemented within the tourism sector. Tour activities also minimize 
environmental impact, such as through responsible snorkeling, diving, and other seawater 
activities (wx̄ = 3.90), reinforcing the municipality's commitment to conservation and 
responsible tourism. Additionally, tourists are educated on proper waste disposal 
practices (wx̄ = 3.88), highlighting the importance of environmental awareness in fostering 
sustainable behaviors. The use of single-use plastics is minimized across the tourism 
sector (wx̄ = 3.86), demonstrating proactive efforts to reduce waste and pollution. Lastly, 
recycling programs are widely implemented and actively promoted among residents, 
businesses, and guests (wx̄ = 3.85), further strengthening community engagement in 
sustainability initiatives.  
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These findings align with the study of Bramwell and Lane (2022), which 
emphasizes that effective eco-friendly practices in tourism destinations enhance 
environmental protection while maintaining visitor satisfaction. Their research highlights 
that providing recycling facilities and educating tourists on sustainable behaviors 
significantly contribute to reducing waste pollution. Similarly, Mihalic (2023), underscores 
the importance of responsible tourism activities, particularly in marine environments, as 
they help prevent ecological degradation while promoting long-term sustainability. 
Tourists who are well-informed about eco-friendly practices tend to be more mindful of 
their actions, reducing the risk of damage to coral reefs, marine life, and other natural 
resources. This suggests that education and awareness campaigns, when properly 
executed, can significantly influence tourist behavior and contribute to environmental 
conservation. Moreover, Buckley (2023), argues that sustainable tourism practices, when 
combined with strong policy frameworks, enhance both environmental conservation and 
long-term economic stability. This means that local tourism stakeholders in Dauin should 
not only focus on implementing eco-friendly practices but also strengthen regulations and 
incentives that encourage businesses to adopt sustainable measures. 

 
Furthermore, the results support the findings of Gössling and Buckley (2021), who 

argue that minimizing single-use plastics and implementing recycling programs are 
essential strategies in sustainable tourism management. Their study suggests that policy 
interventions and business-led initiatives play a crucial role in reducing tourism-related 
waste. When accommodations, businesses, and local authorities strictly enforce plastic 
reduction policies and recycling measures, the overall waste footprint of tourism 
decreases, leading to a cleaner and more sustainable environment. Likewise, Weaver 
and Jin (2023), highlight that eco-friendly tourism practices, when widely adopted, 
enhance the resilience of coastal destinations by preserving biodiversity and ensuring the 
sustainability of natural resources. This resilience is particularly important for coastal 
areas like Dauin, where marine ecosystems are highly sensitive to pollution and overuse. 
Sustainable tourism practices help maintain the ecological balance, ensuring that tourism 
remains a viable economic driver without compromising the environment. Additionally, the 
study of Hall, et al. (2024), points out that the successful integration of sustainability 
initiatives in tourism depends on the collaboration between government agencies, private 
enterprises, and local communities. This highlights the need for a unified effort in Dauin 
to ensure that eco-friendly practices remain a top priority in tourism management. 

 
Overall, the findings indicate that eco-friendly practices in Dauin are well-

established and actively promoted, contributing significantly to sustainable tourism in the 
coastal area. The municipality demonstrates strong commitment through recycling 
programs, responsible tourism activities, and waste reduction measures. To further 
strengthen these efforts, stakeholders may consider expanding sustainability campaigns, 
enhancing incentives for eco-friendly businesses, and implementing stricter regulations 
on waste management to reinforce sustainable tourism development in Dauin. Moreover, 
increasing community-based initiatives and educational programs can further enhance 
environmental awareness among both locals and visitors, ensuring that sustainable 
tourism remains a long-term priority for the municipality. 
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Extent of Availability of Opportunities in promoting Sustainable Tourism in the 
Coastal Area of Dauin in terms of Economic Benefits and Job Creation 
 

Table 2.2 shows the extent to which economic benefits and job creation contribute 
to promoting sustainable tourism in the coastal area of Dauin. The findings indicate that 
economic opportunities in the municipality have an overall weighted mean of (wx̄ = 3.87), 
corresponding to a "Strongly Agree" rating and a "Very High" extent of availability. This 
suggests that tourism plays a vital role in the economic well-being of the local community 
by generating employment, increasing household income, and enhancing the overall 
quality of life for residents. 

 
The highest-rated item is that tourism significantly contributes to the overall 

economic growth of the municipality of Dauin (wx̄ = 3.90), underscoring its role as a key 
driver of local development. The improvement of local residents’ quality of life (wx̄ = 3.89) 
closely follows, indicating that tourism-related income and services have positively 
affected community welfare. The statement that Dauin tourism increases the income of 
local residents (wx̄ = 3.87) highlights the direct financial benefits derived from the tourism 
industry. Tourism in Dauin generates diverse employment opportunities for residents of 
all skill levels (wx̄ = 3.85), reflecting the broad range of job prospects in the industry, from 
hospitality and tour operations to retail and marine conservation efforts. Lastly, the lowest-
rated item, yet still classified as "Very High," is that Dauin tourism helps reduce poverty 
among local residents (wx̄ = 3.84), suggesting that while tourism contributes to economic 
stability, further efforts are needed to maximize its benefits for marginalized groups. 

 
These findings align with the study of Scheyvens and Biddulph (2022), which 

emphasizes that tourism serves as a significant economic driver in developing regions by 
providing employment and entrepreneurial opportunities. Their research highlights that 
well-managed tourism can foster inclusive economic growth, benefiting not only business 
owners but also lower-income individuals who engage in informal tourism-related work. 
Similarly, the study of Mihalic (2023), highlights that the economic impact of tourism 
extends beyond direct employment, as it stimulates demand for local products and 
services, contributing to a multiplier effect that boosts various sectors of the economy. 
This suggests that in Dauin, tourism may not only be creating jobs in hotels and tour 
companies but also supporting local markets, artisans, and small-scale businesses. 

 
Furthermore, the results support the findings of Hall (2023), who argued that 

sustainable tourism plays a crucial role in poverty alleviation by providing stable income 
sources for residents in tourism-dependent communities. His study suggests that 
economic diversification within the tourism sector—such as promoting eco-tourism and 
community based tourism, can further strengthen financial stability for local residents. 
Likewise, Bramwell and Lane (2022), emphasize that when tourism is integrated with local 
development plans, it leads to improved public infrastructure, access to better services, 
and an overall enhancement of living standards. This highlights the importance of strong 
governance and policy-making in ensuring that tourism’s economic benefits are equitably 
distributed. Additionally, Weaver and Jin (2023), argue that while tourism is a powerful 
economic force, its long-term success depends on sustainable management, particularly 
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in ensuring that local communities receive fair compensation and opportunities for career 
growth.  

 
Overall, the findings indicate that economic benefits and job creation from tourism 

in Dauin have a very high impact on the municipality’s sustainable development. These 
findings highlight the critical role of tourism in economic sustainability. To further maximize 
its benefits, stakeholders should continue to support small businesses, implement fair 
labor policies, and develop programs that promote financial literacy and entrepreneurship 
among residents. Ensuring that tourism remains an inclusive and sustainable economic 
driver will strengthen its role in improving the overall well-being of the people in Dauin. 
 
Extent of Availability of Opportunities in promoting Sustainable Tourism in the 
Coastal Area of Dauin in terms of Partnership and Collaboration with Stakeholders 
 

Table 2.3 presents the extent to which partnership and collaboration with 
stakeholders contribute to promoting sustainable tourism in the coastal area of Dauin. 
The findings indicate that stakeholder collaboration has an overall weighted mean of (wx̄ 
= 3.87), corresponding to a "Strongly Agree" rating and a "Very High" extent of availability. 
This suggests that the local government, tourism businesses, and environmental 
organizations are actively engaged in sustainable tourism initiatives, fostering a well-
coordinated approach to preserving the coastal environment while enhancing tourism 
experiences. 

 
The highest-rated item is that the Dauin local government actively supports 

sustainable tourism (wx̄ = 3.91), indicating strong governance in promoting 
environmentally friendly tourism practices. This is followed by Dauin local government 
and tourism stakeholders shared vision for sustainable tourism (wx̄ = 3.90), reflecting a 
unified effort to integrate sustainability into tourism development. Additionally, Dauin 
tourism businesses working with environmental organizations to protect the coastal 
environment (wx̄ = 3.86) highlight the private sector’s role in conservation efforts. 
Partnerships between the Dauin local government and environmental organizations (wx̄ 
= 3.84) also contribute to the preservation of coastal ecosystems. Lastly, collaboration 
between the local government and tourism businesses to enhance the overall tourist 
experience (wx̄ = 3.83) demonstrates the collective effort in improving tourism services 
while ensuring environmental sustainability. 

 
These findings align with the study of Timothy and Tosun (2022), which 

emphasizes that strong partnerships between local governments, tourism stakeholders, 
and environmental organizations are essential in achieving sustainable tourism goals. 
Their research highlights that when stakeholders share a common vision, sustainability 
initiatives are more effectively implemented. Similarly, Saarinen (2024), argues that 
collaboration between the public and private sectors plays a crucial role in ensuring that 
tourism development remains environmentally responsible while contributing to the local 
economy. A well-integrated approach, such as the one observed in Dauin, allows 
stakeholders to address environmental concerns while enhancing tourism services. 
Additionally, the study of Sharpley (2023), suggests that local governments that take an 
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active role in sustainable tourism planning and enforcement significantly influence the 
success of conservation programs. Their research indicates that local government 
leadership strengthens policy implementation and encourages private sector participation 
in sustainability initiatives.  

 
Furthermore, the results support the findings of Hall and Lew (2023), who state 

that partnerships between tourism businesses and environmental organizations lead to 
more effective conservation efforts. Their study emphasizes that private sector 
involvement in sustainability enhances resource management and minimizes tourism-
related environmental degradation. Similarly, Dangi and Jamal (2021), highlight that 
government collaboration with tourism stakeholders ensures that environmental policies 
are integrated into business operations, promoting long-term sustainability. In the case of 
Dauin, the strong partnership between the local government and stakeholders contributes 
to a balanced approach that benefits both tourism and the environment. Additionally, the 
research of Lane and Kastenholz (2023), underscores the importance of local 
government leadership in sustainable tourism, noting that when authorities take an active 
role in conservation, tourism businesses are more likely to comply with environmental 
regulations. This reinforces the idea that a proactive and supportive local government 
enhances the effectiveness of sustainability initiatives.  

 
Overall, the findings indicate that partnership and collaboration with stakeholders 

in Dauin play a vital role in promoting sustainable tourism. The strong engagement 
between the local government, tourism businesses, and environmental organizations 
ensures that conservation efforts are integrated into tourism management. To further 
enhance these partnerships, stakeholders may consider expanding joint sustainability 
programs, strengthening policy enforcement, and increasing educational initiatives to 
encourage long-term commitment to sustainable tourism. By continuing to foster 
collaboration, Dauin can maintain its reputation as a leading sustainable tourism 
destination while ensuring the long-term preservation of its coastal environment.   
 
Relationship between Existing Tourism Challenges in Dauin and Availability of 
Opportunities in promoting Sustainable Tourism  
 

Table 3 shows the relationship between existing tourism challenges in Dauin and 
the availability of opportunities in promoting sustainable tourism in the coastal area of 
Dauin in terms of eco-friendly practices, economic benefits and job creation, and 
partnership and collaboration with stakeholders. 

 
It reveals that there is a significant relationship between environmental 

conservation and management and the availability of opportunities for sustainable tourism 
in terms of eco-friendly practices, economic benefits and job creation, and partnership 
and collaboration with stakeholders. This indicates that the implementation of effective 
environmental management strategies fosters the development of sustainable tourism by 
ensuring that natural resources are preserved while supporting local economic growth. 
When tourism stakeholders prioritize conservation efforts, such as marine protection 
programs, responsible waste management, and habitat restoration, they create an 
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environment conducive to sustainable tourism practices. This finding aligns with the study 
of Martinez and Cruz (2020), which emphasized that integrating conservation measures 
in tourism policies significantly enhances sustainability by balancing economic growth 
with environmental protection. Additionally, Johnson, et al. (2021), highlighted that 
destinations with well-structured environmental policies attract eco-conscious tourists, 
leading to long-term benefits for both local communities and biodiversity conservation. 

 
Similarly, a significant relationship exists between community involvement and 

local support and the availability of opportunities for sustainable tourism in terms of eco-
friendly practices, economic benefits and job creation, and partnership and collaboration 
with stakeholders. This suggests that the active participation of local communities plays 
a crucial role in the success of sustainable tourism initiatives. When residents are 
engaged in tourism-related activities, they become key players in promoting 
environmental responsibility and ensuring that tourism benefits are equitably distributed. 
Local involvement can take various forms, such as community-led ecotourism projects, 
heritage conservation efforts, and sustainable livelihood programs that provide 
employment while preserving cultural and natural assets. The study of Garcia and Torres 
(2022), supports this finding, stating that tourism initiatives that involve local communities 
are more effective in fostering sustainable practices, as they encourage ownership and 
long-term commitment to environmental and economic sustainability. Furthermore, Lee 
and Park (2023), emphasized that successful sustainable tourism models rely on strong 
community support, as residents serve as stewards of their natural and cultural resources, 
helping to enforce environmental regulations and promote responsible tourism behavior 
among visitors. 

 
Additionally, the findings indicate a significant relationship between resource 

limitations and the availability of opportunities for sustainable tourism in terms of eco-
friendly practices, economic benefits and job creation, and partnership and collaboration 
with stakeholders. This implies that despite challenges such as inadequate funding, 
insufficient infrastructure, or lack of skilled personnel, opportunities for sustainable 
tourism can still be developed through strategic planning and stakeholder collaboration. 
Destinations facing resource constraints can adopt innovative approaches, such as 
public-private partnerships, grant funding for conservation projects, and the use of low-
cost, high-impact sustainability initiatives like waste-to-energy programs and community-
based ecotourism ventures. Hernandez, et al. (2021), noted that resource limitations often 
drive destinations to find creative and cost-effective solutions for sustainable tourism, 
leveraging local knowledge and international partnerships to overcome financial and 
logistical barriers. Similarly, Santos and Velasquez (2023), emphasized that multi-sectoral 
collaboration is essential for addressing resource constraints, as partnerships between 
the public sector, private enterprises, and non-governmental organizations can provide 
financial and technical support for sustainability programs. 

 
Overall, these findings highlight the importance of environmental conservation, 

community involvement, and resource management in promoting sustainable tourism in 
the coastal area of Dauin. They underscore the need for collaborative efforts among 
stakeholders, including local communities, government agencies, and private enterprises, 
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to ensure that tourism development remains both economically beneficial and 
environmentally sustainable. By addressing existing tourism challenges through 
conservation strategies, community participation, and efficient resource utilization, Dauin 
can enhance its sustainable tourism initiatives and strengthen its position as an eco-
friendly destination. 
 
Conclusions 
 

The findings imply that sustainable tourism development in Dauin is highly 
dependent on the continued integration of environmental conservation, community 
engagement, and effective resource management. The strong impact of these factors 
suggests that policymakers and tourism stakeholders should prioritize collaborative 
approaches and eco-friendly strategies to maintain the balance between tourism growth 
and environmental protection. The evident link between addressing tourism challenges 
and seizing sustainability opportunities points to the need for adaptive and forward-
looking planning. These results also emphasize the value of empowering local 
communities, as their active participation directly contributes to the success of 
conservation efforts and tourism sustainability. Overall, the study underscores that 
sustained commitment and strategic alignment among stakeholders are essential in 
positioning Dauin as a benchmark for responsible and resilient coastal tourism. 
 
Recommendations 
 

Based on the findings, the researcher wholeheartedly recommends the following 
to the local government, tourism businesses, and future researchers:   

 
Local Government: 
 

1. Develop more comprehensive training programs for local communities on 
sustainable tourism practices to further enhance their involvement and awareness.   

2. Implement stricter monitoring and evaluation systems to ensure long-term 
effectiveness of environmental conservation and resource management efforts.   

3. Expand eco-tourism initiatives by introducing new sustainable activities, such as 
marine conservation programs, eco-trails, and responsible diving tours.   

4. Strengthen policies on waste management and plastic reduction in tourism areas 
to further minimize environmental impact.   
 

Tourism Businesses: 
 

5. Encourage more public-private partnerships to further strengthen sustainability 
efforts and resource allocation for environmental conservation.   

6. Develop innovative eco-friendly tourism products and services that align with 
sustainable tourism principles to attract environmentally conscious travelers.   

7. Increase educational campaigns and workshops for tourists to promote 
responsible travel behavior and cultural appreciation.   
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Future Researchers:   
 

8. Conduct further studies on the long-term economic impact of sustainable tourism 
in Dauin, focusing on job creation and income distribution.   

9. Explore the effectiveness of different conservation strategies in maintaining 
ecological balance while supporting tourism growth.   
 

Compliance with Ethical Standards 
 

The researcher showed all the necessary ethical consideration on the entire 
duration of the study. Since humans were chosen as the study participants, confidentiality 
of information was observed. Ensuring the dignity and privacy of participants is also a 
must. Further, minimizing potential risk to the participants was observed. The researchers 
followed the ethical protocols of Metro Dumaguete College. To ensure that the research 
topic was evidently sound significant and ethically correct, consultation was pursued. 
Moreover, the participants signed a consent form along with the full understanding of the 
risk and benefits of the study being conducted. 
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