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ABSTRACT  
 

The BCPC's leadership is essential to addressing child protection. The Philippines' 
child protection system is currently described as "top-down," with clear legislation and 
national policies that are inadequately implemented.( Rotche et al., 2019. This study 
aimed to determine the following: a) level of implementation of BCPC functionality; b) 
participation of Barangay Council; c) if there’s significant relationship between 
implementation and participation; and d) issues and concern in the implementation. The 
statistical tools used for this study are the following: Mean and standard deviation, 
Pearson Correlation Coefficient, and percentile rank. BCPC fully implemented its 
functionality, however, 1% budget allocation of BCPC are attributively allocated to 
different programs for children.  Barangay council’s participation was often participated. 
No significant relationship between the level of implementation and participation, the null 
hypotheses was accepted. The top issue and concern is the term-based membership. 
The result suggests that BCPC's ability to deliver essential services may be impacted by 
insufficient funding. Understanding the level of participation of BC is crucial to ensuring 
that the fundamental rights are upheld at the local level. BCPC and BC might work 
together to successfully execute BCPC's functionality. Complete execution of programs 
for the welfare of children is impacted by the term-based membership of BCPC and BC. 
Moreover, with the consent of the SKSU Graduate School, the results were also 
presented to the different offices of the Local Government Unit of the City of Tacurong 
which have  direct involvement in the implementation of BCPC programs namely 
CLGOO, CSWDO, ABC, and CPDCO. 
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INTRODUCTION  

 
Protecting children from abuse, neglect, exploitation, and violence is known as 

child protection. It entails reacting to claims or suspicions of abuse, offering assistance 
and services to safeguard children, and holding those responsible for their harm 
accountable. Ensuring that all children are safe and free from harm or danger is the main 
objective of child protection. By developing procedures and policies that recognize 
hazards and take action before they cause harm, child protection also aims to stop future 
harm from occurring. According to the UN World Report on VAC (2006), approximately 
one billion children have experienced violence in various forms, such as bullying, 
emotional and sexual abuse, and exposure to violence. In the City of Tacurong, the 
Philippine National Police - Tacurong City recorded 18 cases of Children In Conflict with 
the Law and Children At Risk from 2020 to the 3rd quarter of 2023. Most involved/victims 
of this case are ages 10 to 17.  

 
The City Social Welfare and Development Office of the City Government of 

Tacurong reported that the city scored 67.14% as per the assessment on the functionality 
of BCPC conducted by the Department of Interior and Local Government National Level, 
which indicates a mature level, which means some of the guidelines/criteria were 
implemented. Teenage pregnancy between 2021 and 2023 was documented by the 
Office of the City Health Services. Teenage pregnancy rates for the years 2021–2023 are 
16 for ages 10–14 and 565 for ages 15–19. The importance of this study is to assess the 
level of implementation of BCPC’s functionality in terms of budget allocation, policies and 
PPAs. Further, study will determine the level of participation of Barangay Council in terms 
of children’s survival, development, protection, and participation. This somehow could 
contribute to the formulation of policies that can lead to the fulfillment of Filipino children’s 
right.  According to Roche et al. (2021) and UNICEF (2016), the child protection system 
in the Philippines is now characterized as "top-down," with clear legislation and national 
policy that is inadequately executed to the point where their "systemic" features are 
questioned. While social welfare infrastructure lacks capacity and technical competence, 
child protection coverage varies greatly regarding resources and approaches.  

 
The role of barangay officials as custodian of children (DILG MC no. 2016-115) is 

an indespensable in realizing the goal for the welfare of children, thus, this study was 
conducted to determine the level of implementation of the BCPC in terms of budget 
allocation, policies, programs, projects, and activities for children,  the level of 
participation of barangay councils in the four core rights of children in terms of survival, 
development, protection, and participation, to determine if there;s any significant 
reltionship between the implementation and participation, and to find-out the top issue 
and concern in the implementation of BCPC functionality. With these objectives, the 
researcher hopes to come-up with a recommendations that would resolve issues on the 
recorded CICL, CAR, teenage pregnancy, and to the assessment on the functionality of 
the BCPC.This study was conducted in Four (4) months. Activities includes preparation 
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of data gathering instrument, asking permission for the conduct of the study, distribution 
of instrument and retrieval. 
 
Research Questions 
 

The study assessed the level of implementation of BCPC in terms of budget 
allocation, policies, and PPAs for children and the level of participation of Barangay 
Council in the four core rights of children, specifically on their survival, development, 
protection, and participation and its contribution to barangay good governance. It 
answered the following questions: 

 
1. What is the level of implementation of BCPC in terms of:  

a. budget allocation; 
b. policies; and 
c. programs, projects, and activities for children? 

2. What is the level of participation of LGUs, particularly the barangay councils, in the 
four core rights of children: 

a. survival; 
b. development; 
c. protection; and 
d. participation? 

3. Is there a significant relationship between the implementation of BCPC in terms of 
budget allocation, policies, and PPAs for children and the level of participation of 
the barangay council in the four core rights of children, specifically on their survival, 
development, protection, and participation? 

4. What are the issues and concerns in the implementation of BCPC functionality? 
 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 

The researcher chose the City of Tacurong for the following reasons: first, it has 
been determined that all 20 barangays have organized the BCPC; secondly, the Local 
Council for the Protection of Children conducts an annual evaluation of BCPC's operation 
thus data can be accessible. The study employed total enumeration (Arnab, 2017), as all 
respondents from the twenty (20) barangays were considered or included. Consequently, 
no sampling size techniques were employed in this study. It is most practical when the 
total population is manageable, such as a well-defined subgroup of a larger population 
(Lavrakas, 2008). The study had 369 respondents and was divided into two types: 223 
BCPC members and 146 Barangay Council members. Members of the BCPC were 
chosen by the directives set forth as per DILG MC No. 2020-214.  

 
The second set of respondents is the elected members of the barangay councils, 

who function as prescribed under RA 7160 or the Local Government Code of 1991. The 
respondents' demographic data was computed and tabulated according to the following: 
occupation, highest educational attainment, membership, civil status, age, and source of 
income. The demographic profile of the respondents was not part of the research 
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objectives. For an effective data collection process, the researcher used the following 
sequential procedures: approval of the research title  Second, the researcher asked 
permission to the Local Chief Executive of the City of Tacurong for the conduct of the 
study.  Third, scheduled the distribution of the research questionnaire.Fourth, and the 
last step was retrieving the survey questionnaire. A researcher's self-made survey 
questionnaire was used as the instrument for data gathering. A closed-ended four-point 
Likert Scale questionnaire was used (Sullivan et al., 2013). Each part of the content was 
validated by a competent individuals from the heads of the following offices such as: 
CSWDO, CLGOO, Planning Office, GAD Focal Person of the SKSU, and a principal from 
a private elementary school.  

 
Pilot testing of the questionnaire was done in the Municipality of Isulan, Sultan 

Kudarat. The questionnaire has three (3) criterion with with a total of 7 indicators having 
5 questions for each indicators. The Mean and Standard Deviation was used to determine 
the level of implementation of BCPC functionality in terms of budget allocation, policies, 
and PPAs for children, and level of participation of barangay council in terms of survival, 
development, protection, and participation of children. Pearson Correlation Coefficient 
was used to find-out if there’s significant relationship between the implementation of 
BCPC functionality and participation of barangay council. 
 
 
RESULTS 
 
Table 1. What is the Level of Implementation of BCPC in terms of Budget 
Allocation, Policies, and PPAs for children? 
 
 

Level of Implementation of 
BCPC 

Mean Descriptive Rating 

Budget Allocation 3.21 Partially implemented 

Policies 3.17 Partially implemented 

PPAs 3.43 Fully implemented 

Grand Mean 3.27 Fully implemented 

 
BCPC fully implemented the children-related programs by establishing allocated 

budgets, policies, and PPAs with a grand mean of 3.27. Furthermore, the BCPC 
implementation in terms of PPAs demonstrates the highest indicator with a mean of 3.43, 
indicating full implementation; in this instance, it is true to say that PPAs on programs for 
pregnant and lactating mothers are carried out according to schedule. However, it is 
believed that only a portion of the budget allocation has been implemented (M-3.21) since 
it is attributively allocated to other activities/programs for children. This budget attribution 
was affirmed by the city planning officer of the LGU of the City Government of Tacurong 
and was supported by the CSWDO, CLGOO, and the ABC. The reason of this budget 
attribution for BCPC was due to limited budget allocated to barangays. Programs for child 
welfare are frequently unable to be implemented successfully due to a lack of funds (Koval 
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& Radchenko, 2019). The result implies that comparable issues with inadequate funding 
can arise for the BCPC, affecting its capacity to provide necessary services. 
 
Table 2. What is the Level of Participation of LGUs, particularly the barangay 
councils, in the four core rights of children namely: survival, development, 
protection, and participation? 

 

Level of Participation Mean Descriptive Rating 

Survival 3.22 Often 

Development 3.21 Often 

Protection 3.06 Often  

Participation 3.21 Often  

Grand Mean 3.18 Often  

 
Level of Participation of the Barangay Councils in the Four Core Rights of Children 

often participates in all its indicators. It would mean that the members of the Barangay 
Council often participates in the implementation of the programs relating for children 
relating to survival, development, protection, and participation, hence the four point likert 
scale shows always participated as the highest point. Children's rights to survival center 
on getting them access to necessities, including food, medical care, and housing. 
According to research by Presern (2013), attaining these rights requires putting 
population health at the forefront of governance. 

 
Table 3. Is there a significant relationship between the implementation of BCPC in 
terms of budget allocation, policies, and PPAs for children and the level of 
participation of the barangay council in the four core rights of children, specifically 
on their survival, development, protection, and participation? 
 

 
 

Pearson correlation coefficient of 0.13 shows a weak or low correlation. On the 
other hand, no significant relationship was found on the t-computed value of 0.118. Thus, 
the Null hypothesis was accepted. It implies that the BCPC can work without collaborating 
with the Barangay Council. In addition, both the BCPC and Barangay Council can perform 
their respective responsibility even with less coordination with each other; it is because 
some of the members of the BCPC are also members of the Barangay Council. In this 

Sources of 
Variance 

n Pearson 
Correlation r 

t-computed 
Value (2-
tailed) 

Decision 

Implementatio
n of BCPC and 
Participation 
of Barangay 
Council 

146 0.13*** 0.118 
 
Not 
Signific
ant 

Accept the Null 
Hypotheses 
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case, it might negatively impact both councils since they must collaborate to implement 
BCPC functionality. 
 
Table 4. What are the issues and concerns in the implementation of BCPC 
functionality? 

 
 

The top five issues and concerns: Due to term-based membership in BCPC and 
the Barangay Council, its implementation was limited in time, which are the leading issues 
and concerns (P= 87.20%, F=259). The implementation of programs for the welfare of 
children cannot be fully realized because the barangay council's term is limited to three 
years, as stated in the Local Government Code (letter c of Sec. 43-Chapter II). The 
Barangay Council and BCPC members' insufficient educational backgrounds came next 
(P=81.14%, F=241). According to the respondents' demographic information, most BCPC 
and Barangay Council members are college graduates (47.97%); the researcher does 
not think this was a major problem. The limited capacity of barangay officials and staff 
ranks third (P= 77.10%, F=229); this might be due to limited seminars and training. The 
orientation process to strengthen the BCPC has not been fully implemented, and law 
enforcement inefficiency ranks fourth (P= 76.01%, F=226). The issue with the 
implementation of the orientation process is due to a limited budget. The inefficiency of 
law enforcement is due to the limited awareness of the ordinances enacted by the city 
and Barangay. 
 
Conclusions 
 
Based on the findings, the following conclusions are drawn: 
 
 The BCPC emphasizes conducting programs for pregnant women and lactating 
mothers regularly as scheduled. The barangay council gives priority to the city's 
immunization and vaccination programs. There was no significant relationship between 
the implementation of BCPC functionality in terms of budget allocation, policies, and 

Issues and Concerns Frequency % Rank 

Due to term-based membership in 
BCPC and the Barangay Council, 
its implementation was limited in 
time 

259 87.20% 1 

Insufficient educational 
background  of the Barangay 
Council and BCPC Members 

241 81.14% 2 

Limited capacity of barangay 
officials and staff 

229 77.10% 3 

The orientation process to 
strengthen the BCPC has not been 
fully implemented 

226 76.01% 4 

Law enforcement inefficiency 226 76.10% 5 
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PPAs and the participation of the Barangay Council on the four core rights of children, 
specifically on survival, development, protection, and participation; therefore, Null 
Hypotheses were accepted. Regarding the issue and concern in the implementation of 
BCPC functionality, term-based membership in BCPC and the Barangay Council got the 
top spot.  
 
Recommendations 
 

It was found out that BCPC's level of implementation is fully implemented in terms 
of budget allocation, policies, and PPAs. However, the researcher noted indicators that 
need to be given attention to policies, such as the formulation of the Local Investment 
Plan and Local Development Plan, which was partially implemented. It is recommended 
that the BCPC  may involve children, parents, educators, barangay health workers, 
Tanods, and accredited PSOs in formulating such plans. It was determined that the level 
of participation of BLGU, particularly the barangay council, in the four core rights of 
children, specifically on survival, development, protection, and participation, is often 
participated. The researcher noted that the protection indicator, particularly raising 
awareness on mental health by providing parents with orientation, seminars, and training, 
often participated with the least mean among the indicators.  

 
The researcher recommends that the BCPC may plan workshops to educate 

parents about common mental health conditions; provide training courses; and 
organization peer-led support groups. The level of implementation and participation was 
found to have no significant relationship, and the null hypothesis was accepted. 
Considering this, the researcher came up with the recommendations: both councils may 
create, carry out, and oversee child welfare initiatives; The Barangay Council may 
oversee resource distribution, logistical support, and widespread community involvement, 
while the BCPC may concentrate on particular child protection issues (such as managing 
abuse cases and providing services to children who are at risk); and both councils may 
work together to track and assess the results of child protection initiatives, the Barangay 
Council may examine the BCPC's feedback on the program's performance in order to 
make any necessary corrections and provide additional funds or assistance. The top 
issue and concern in implementing BCPCs' functionality is term-based membership in 
BCPC and the Barangay Council. the researcher recommend that the Barangay Council 
may pass a Resolution requesting the Congressman of the First District of Sultan Kudarat 
to sponsor a bill for the change of term of office of the barangay official from 1 term 
(equivalent to three years) to 1 term (equivalent to 5 years) 
 
Compliance with Ethical Standards  
 

In order to preserve the quality of the study, the respondents are assured to have 
the data and results of the research as part of their functions in the implementation of the 
BCPC. Moreover, with the consent of the Sultan Kudarat State University Graduate 
School, the results were also presented to the different offices of the Local Government 
Unit of the City of Tacurong which have  direct involvement in the implementation of 
BCPC programs and others that are related to the welfare of children namely, City Local 
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Government Operation Office (CLGOO), City Social Welfare and Development Office, 
Office of the City Planning Development and Coordinator, and the Association of 
Barangay Captains 
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