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ABSTRACT

This study examines the circulation trends and patron preferences for popular fiction
genres in an Archdiocesan Catholic University library in the Philippines through a
bibliometric analysis of borrowed fiction books. The study identifies dominant genre
preferences, shifting reading trends, and the influence of specific titles and authors on
borrowing patterns by analyzing library circulation data over multiple academic years.
Findings indicate that Mystery/Thriller, Fantasy, and Romance are consistently the most
borrowed genres, reflecting patrons' inclination toward suspenseful storytelling,
immersive narratives, and emotionally engaging themes. Additionally, Young Adult (YA)
and Dystopian Fiction have gained popularity in specific years, influenced by media
adaptations and contemporary literary trends. The study underscores the role of libraries
in curating collections that align with evolving reader interests while fostering a culture of
reading. Insights from this research can guide librarians in evidence-based collection
development and reader engagement strategies.

Keywords: Bibliometric analysis, fiction genres, circulation trends, patron preferences,
library borrowing, collection development, reading habits

INTRODUCTION

Reading plays a crucial role in personal development, education, and cultural enrichment.
It enhances critical thinking, broadens perspectives, and fosters lifelong learning.



Libraries, as centers of knowledge and literacy, serve as vital institutions in promoting
reading among diverse audiences. They provide access to a wide range of books,
encouraging individuals to explore different genres and develop a sustained reading
habit. Beyond serving as repositories of books, libraries create opportunities for literary
engagement through programs, recommendations, and curated collections tailored to the
interests of their patrons.

To maximize their impact, libraries must go beyond simply offering a vast selection of
books—they must also actively guide readers toward meaningful and engaging literature.
Recommending books based on readers' preferences and emerging literary trends helps
cultivate a love for reading and ensures that library collections remain relevant.

Indeed, libraries can refine their collection development strategies and introduce titles that
align with the evolving tastes of their users by understanding which genres and books are
frequently borrowed. A well-curated fiction section not only sustains reader interest but
also enhances library services by fostering deeper literary engagement.

It is in this light that the researcher felt the need to conduct the study to analyze circulation
data by identifying dominant genre preferences, examining borrowing trends, and
exploring the factors that contribute to the popularity of specific genres over time. While
libraries play a crucial role in fostering reading habits, there is a need to better understand
how their collections influence readers' choices. Bridging this gap, the study will offer
insights into how libraries can effectively support readers through strategic collection
management, ultimately strengthening their role as active promoters of literacy and
literary engagement.

Literature Review

The popularity of fiction genres has been a subject of interest to researchers for decades.
Popular fiction collections are found in public and academic libraries, serving the needs
of scholars, students, and recreational readers (Van Fleet, 2003). Previous studies have
employed various methods to analyze reading preferences and circulation patterns
(Aydin & Ayranci, 2018; Shatunova, et al. 2021; Kulikauskiené & Naujokiene, 2023).
Bibliometric techniques are used to examine the most popular genres in public libraries
in the United States. Findings revealed a consistent preference for romance, mystery,
and science fiction (Doran-Myers, 2018).

In the context of academic libraries, Shatunova, et al. (2021) investigated the reading
habits of university students and faculty. Their study identified a shift towards digital
formats and a growing interest in non-fiction genres. However, popular fiction continues
to hold a significant place in academic libraries, particularly among undergraduate
students.

Meanwhile, lack of studies have been conducted on bibliometric analysis of fiction genres
in a Catholic university library. Hence, the author is interested to explore the relationship
between genre preferences and how it varies over time based on library circulation data.
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Research Questions

1. What are the most popular fiction genres among patrons of the Archdiocesan
Catholic University library, and how have these preferences changed over time?
2. How do genre preferences vary over time based on library circulation data?

Significance of the Study

This study is significant as it provides valuable insights into the reading preferences of
library patrons, helping librarians and administrators make data-driven decisions
regarding collection development and reader engagement strategies. The results can
guide future initiatives in promoting literacy, fostering a reading culture, and enhancing
library services to better support the academic and recreational needs of students and
faculty.

METHODOLOGY

The study utilized a bibliometric approach to analyze the circulation data of fiction books
within the Archdiocesan Catholic University library. This analysis involved collecting
circulation records from the library's database for a period of seven academic years
(including the pandemic). The collected data were thoroughly cleaned and processed to
remove any errors or inconsistencies, ensuring data accuracy. Subsequently, the fiction
books were categorized into specific genres.

Various bibliometric techniques were employed to analyze the circulation data. These
techniques include frequency analysis to identify the most popular genres and time series
analysis to examine trends in genre popularity over time.

The findings of this analysis were interpreted and discussed in relation to existing
research and the specific context of the Archdiocesan Catholic University library. This
comprehensive approach provided valuable insights into popular fiction genres and
patron preferences within the library, contributing to ongoing research on reading habits
and library collections.

RESULTS

Tables 1 and 2 present the most borrowed fiction books include Inspirational, Fantasy,
Philosophical Fiction, Memoir, Romance, Classic Literature, Young Adult Fiction,
Historical Fiction, and Horror/Thriller.

Inspirational books by Mitch Albom are highly borrowed, indicating that readers are drawn
to motivational and reflective narratives. Fantasy remains strong, with multiple titles from
the Harry Potter series and Julie Kagawa’s The Iron Knight and The Iron Queen. The
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Alchemist appears under Philosophical Fiction, showing a continued interest in thought-
provoking literature.

The inclusion of Stephen King’s Everything’s Eventual under Horror/Thriller suggests
some students are drawn to darker and suspenseful themes. Classic Literature and
Historical Fiction have fewer borrow counts, but their presence indicates that students still
engage with timeless and significant literary works.

Data reflect a diverse reading interest, covering motivational stories, fantasy adventures,
philosophical themes, romance, and suspense. The presence of The Alchemist and The
Inferno suggests some students seek deeper intellectual and spiritual reading
experiences, while the popularity of Harry Potter and The Iron Knight confirms a strong
preference for escapism and fantasy. The addition of a horror/thriller title suggests that
some readers enjoy chilling and eerie narratives.

Table 1.

Classification of Most Borrowed Fiction Books by Genre (SY 2017-2018)
Genre Title Author Borrow Count
Inspirational For One More Day Mitch Albom 3

The Time Keeper Mitch Albom 3
Have a Little Faith: Mitch Albom 2
A True Story
Fantasy Harry Potter and J.K. Rowling 3
the Cursed Child
Harry Potter and J.K. Rowling 2
the Order of the
Phoenix
The Iron Knight Julie Kagawa 1
The Iron Queen Julie Kagawa 1
Philosophical The Alchemist Paulo Coelho 3
Fiction
Memoir Sleep Demons: An Bill Hayes 2
Insomniac’s
Memoir
Romance The Longest Ride Nicholas Sparks 2
Something Emily Giffin 1
Borrowed
Classic Literature The Inferno Dante Alighieri 1
Young Adult (YA) The Manifesto on Holly Bourne 1
Fiction How to Be
Interesting
Historical Fiction Deafening: A Novel Frances Itani 1
Horror/Thriller Everything’s Stephen King 1
Eventual: 14 Dark
Tales
Table 2.
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Frequency Distribution and Percentage for Fiction Genres (SY 2017-2018)

Genre Frequency Percentage (%)
Inspirational 3 20.00
Fantasy 4 26.67
Philosophical Fiction 1 6.67
Memoir 1 6.27
Romance 2 13.33
Classic Literature 1 6.67
Young Adult (YA) Fiction 1 6.67
Historical Fiction 1 6.67
Horror/Thriller 1 6.67
Total 15 100.00

As reflected on Tables 3 and 4, YA Fiction dominates the list, with four titles having high
borrow counts (ranging from 7 to 8). Romance books, especially those by Nicholas
Sparks, also show strong readership, reflecting interest in emotional and relationship-
driven narratives. Thriller/Mystery and Dystopian Fiction genres are moderately popular,
while Fantasy and Science Fiction also maintain a steady following.

The most borrowed books (8 times) include The Last Song, The Best of Me, We Should
Hang Out Sometime, My Heart and Other Black Holes, and Room 13.

The data suggests that college students are primarily drawn to YA Fiction, Romance, and
Thriller/Mystery genres. These findings reflect young readers' interest in coming-of-age
themes, romance, suspense, and imaginative storytelling. The presence of The Hunger
Games series, Ready Player One, and The Iron King indicates an appreciation for
dystopian and fantasy narratives as well.

Table 3.

Classification of Most Borrowed Fiction Books by Genre (SY 2018-2019)
Genre Title Author Borrow Count
Romance The Last Song Nicholas Sparks 8

The Best of Me Nicholas Sparks 8
Young Adult (YA) We Should Hang Josh Sundquist 8
Fiction Out Sometime
My Heart and Other Jasmine Warga 8
Black Holes
If | Stay Gayle Forman 7
Its Not Summer Jenny Han 7
Without You
Burn for Burn Jenny Han 7
Boy Meets Boy David Levithan 7
Thriller/Mystery Room 13 Robert Swindells 8
The Girl on the Paula Hawkins 7
Train
Science Fiction Ready Player One Ernest Cline 7
870
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Dystopian Fiction Catching Fire (The  Suzanne Collins 7
Hunger Games #2)

Mockingjay (The  Suzanne Collins 7
Hunger Games #3)

Fantasy The Iron King Julie Kagawa 7
The Voyage of the C.S. Lewis 7
Dawn Treader

Table 4.

Frequency Distribution and Percentage for the Fiction Genre (SY 2018-2019)
Genre Frequency Percentage (%)
Romance 2 13.33
Young Adult (YA) 6 40.00
Thriller/Mystery 2 13.33
Science Fiction 1 6.67
Dystopian Fiction 2 13.33
Fantasy 2 13.33
Total 15 100.00

Table 5 presents the most borrowed fiction books based on their respective genres. The
highest borrowed book was Sad Girls by Lang Leav, with 17 borrow counts, followed by
Manuscript Found in Accra by Paulo Coelho, which had 16 borrow counts.

Young Adult (YA) Fiction had the most entries, with three books (Thirteen Reasons Why,
Eleanor & Park, How It Ends), showing the strong interest of readers in relatable,
contemporary stories targeted at young adults. Philosophical Fiction (Manuscript Found
in Accra, Jonathan Livingston Seagull: A Story) had a significant presence, indicating that
readers were also drawn to thought-provoking and reflective literature. Romance,
Fantasy, and Children’s Literature each had two entries, suggesting that these genres
remain popular among fiction readers. Other genres such as Science Fiction and
Mystery/Thriller had a single book each, showing a more selective interest in these
categories.

The data suggests that readers are primarily interested in stories that deal with real-life
struggles, personal growth, and emotional depth, as seen in the dominance of Young
Adult Fiction and Philosophical Fiction. The continued popularity of Fantasy and
Children’s Literature reflects the universal appeal of imaginative storytelling. Meanwhile,
the presence of Mystery/Thriller suggests that readers still seek suspense narratives,
though to a lesser extent.
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Table 5.
Classification of Most Borrowed Fiction Books by Genre (SY 2019-2020)

Genre Title Author Borrow Count
Contemporary Sad Girls Lang Leav 17
Fiction

The Best of Me Nicholas Sparks 8
Philosophical Manuscript Found in Paulo Coelho 16
Fiction Accra
Jonathan Livingston Richard Bach 14
Seagull: A Story
Science Fiction Two Tales from the Nicholas Fisk 12
Future
Romance Attachments Rainbow Rowell 12
Me Before You Jojo Moyes 10
Children’s Peter Pan J.M. Barrie 11
Literature
The Little Prince Antoine de Saint- 10
Exupéry
Mystery/Thriller The West Coast Roy MacGregor 11
Murders
Young Adult (YA) Thirteen Reasons Why  Jay Asher 10
Fiction
Eleanor & Park Rainbow Rowell 10
How It Ends Catherine Lo 10
Fantasy The Silver Chair C.S. Lewis 10
Harry Potter and the J.K. Rowling 10

Prisoner of Azkaban

Table 6 shows the distribution of fiction books by genre, along with their frequency and
percentage. Young Adult (YA) Fiction was the most borrowed genre, representing 20%
of the total books, followed by Philosophical Fiction (13.33%), Romance (13.33%),
Fantasy (13.33%), and Children’s Literature (13.33%).

Young Adult Fiction (20%) emerged as the leading genre, highlighting its strong
readership. Philosophical Fiction, Romance, Fantasy, and Children’s Literature (each
13.33%) had nearly equal appeal, showing a balanced demand for stories about life, love,
adventure, and childhood imagination. Mystery/Thriller and Science Fiction (each 6.67%)
had a lower presence, indicating a more niche interest in these categories.

The distribution confirms that Young Adult Fiction is the most in-demand genre, reflecting
the preferences of a predominantly young readership. Philosophical Fiction and Romance
maintain steady popularity, suggesting that readers seek both introspective and
emotionally engaging narratives. Meanwhile, Fantasy and Children’s Literature continue
to be widely read, reinforcing the appeal of escapism and classic storytelling. The
relatively lower percentages of Mystery/Thriller and Science Fiction imply that while these
genres have dedicated readers, they are not the primary choices for borrowing.
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Table 6.
Frequency Distribution and Percentage for the Fiction Genre (SY 2019-2020)
Genre Frequency Percentage (%)

Contemporary Fiction 2 13.33
Philosophical Fiction 2 13.33
Science Fiction 1 6.67
Romance 2 13.33
Children’s Literature 2 13.33
Mystery/Thriller 1 6.67
Young Adult (YA) Fiction 3 20.00
Fantasy 2 13.33
Total 15 100.00

Tables 7 and 8 present the circulation data of fiction books. It shows that Mystery/Thriller
is the most borrowed genre, accounting for 46.67% of the total, with Agatha Christie's
works dominating this category. Dystopian Fiction follows at 20.00%, primarily driven by
Kiera Cass's Selection series, which blends dystopian themes with romance. Other
genres, including Inspirational, Fantasy, Romance, Philosophical Fiction, and
Essays/Reflections, each account for 6.67% of the total borrowings, indicating a more
niche but steady readership.

The high circulation of Mystery/Thriller and Dystopian Fiction suggests a strong reader
preference for suspense, intrigue, and high-stakes storytelling. Mystery/Thriller books
appeal to those who enjoy intellectual challenges and plot-driven narratives, while
Dystopian Fiction remains popular among young adults drawn to themes of rebellion and
survival. Meanwhile, the lower circulation of Romance, Inspirational, and Philosophical
Fiction suggests that while these genres have a consistent audience, they are not the
primary reading choice for most library users.

These findings highlight the need for libraries to prioritize acquiring more Mystery/Thriller
and Dystopian Fiction titles to match reader demand. However, the presence of other
genres in circulation patterns indicates a diverse readership, requiring a well-rounded
collection to cater to varying literary interests. Maintaining a balanced acquisition strategy
will ensure that both mainstream and niche readers continue to find engaging materials
that suit their preferences.

Table 7.
Classification of Most Borrowed Fiction Books by Genre (SY 2020-2021)
Genre Title Author Borrow Count
Mystery/Thriller And Then There Agatha Christie 3
Were None
The Mysterious Mr.  Agatha Christie 1
Quin
The Sittaford Agatha Christie 1
Mystery
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Three Blind Mice Agatha Christie 1
and Other Stories
The Unexpected Agatha Christie 1
Guest
Where Are You Mary Higgins Clark 1
Now?
Bad Luck and Lee Child 1
Trouble: A Reacher
Novel

Inspirational Tuesdays with Mitch Albom 1
Morrie

Fantasy A Curse Dark as Elizabeth C. Bunce 1
Gold

Dystopian Fiction The One Kiera Cass 1
Happily Ever After  Kiera Cass 1
The Heir Kiera Cass 1

Romance The One That Got  Bethany Chase 1
Away: A Novel

Philosophical The Devil and Miss  Paulo Coelho 1

Fiction Prym

Essays/Reflections Like the Flowing Paulo Coelho 1
River: Thoughts
and Reflections

Table 8.

Frequency Distribution and Percentage for the Fiction Genre (SY 2020-2021)
Genre Frequency Percentage (%)
Mystery/Thriller 7 46.67
Inspirational 1 6.67
Fantasy 1 6.67
Dystopian Fiction 3 20.00
Romance 1 6.67
Philosophical Fiction 1 6.67
Essays/Reflections 1 6.67
Total 15 100.00

As shown on Tables 9 and 10, the circulation data for fiction books in SY 2021-2022
reveals that Romance and Fantasy were the most borrowed genres, each accounting for
33.33% of total borrowings. Romance titles such as Like No Other and The Catastrophic
History of You and Me had multiple borrowings, while Fantasy was largely dominated by
J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter series. Dystopian Fiction followed at 13.33%, driven by Kiera
Cass's The Selection series. Meanwhile, Mystery/Thriller, Historical Fiction, and Short
Stories each held a smaller share of 6.67%, indicating a more selective readership for

these genres.
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The data suggests that library users in this period showed a strong preference for
immersive, emotional, and imaginative narratives, as seen in the popularity of Romance
and Fantasy. The sustained interest in Dystopian Fiction reflects a continued appeal for
thought-provoking societal themes, often associated with young adult readers. However,
Mystery/Thriller had a lower circulation compared to previous years, indicating a possible
shift in reading preferences. Similarly, Historical Fiction and Short Stories remained niche
choices, possibly due to limited availability or specific audience interests.

These findings highlight the importance of maintaining a balanced fiction collection that
caters to dominant and emerging trends. The continued popularity of Romance and
Fantasy suggests that acquiring similar titles would meet reader demand, while the steady
presence of Dystopian Fiction implies an ongoing interest in speculative storytelling.
However, to foster more diverse reading habits, libraries might consider strategies to
promote lesser-borrowed genres, such as curated recommendations or themed book
displays.

Table 9.
Classification of Most Borrowed Fiction Books by Genre (SY 2021-2022)
Genre Title Author Borrow Count
Mystery/Thriller A Poisoned Season Tasha Alexander 1
Dystopian Fiction The One Kiera Cass 1
Happily Ever After  Kiera Cass 1
Romance I've Got  Your Sophie Kinsella 1
Number
Wedding Night Sophie Kinsella 1
Like No Other Una LaMarche 2
The  Catastrophic Jess Rothenberg 2
History of You and
Me
Eleanor & Park Rainbow Rowell 1
Historical Fiction Go Seta Watchman Harper Lee 1
Fantasy Harry Potter and the J.K. Rowling 1
Chamber of Secrets
Harry Potter and the J.K. Rowling 2
Deathly Hallows
Harry Potter and the J.K. Rowling 2
Half-Blood Prince
Harry Potter and the J.K. Rowling 2
Order of the
Phoenix
Harry Potter and the J.K. Rowling 1
Philosopher's Stone
Short Stories Blind Willow, Haruki Murakami 2

Sleeping Woman
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Table 10.
Frequency Distribution and Percentage for the Fiction Genre (SY 2021-2022)

Genre Frequency Percentage (%)
Mystery 1 6.67
Dystopian Fiction 2 13.33
Romance 5 33.33
Historical Fiction 1 6.67
Fantasy 5 33.33
Short Stories 1 6.67
Total 15 100.00

The data presented in Tables 11 and 12 highlight the circulation trends of fiction books
within the library, focusing on borrowing frequencies across various genres.
Mystery/Thriller emerged as the most borrowed genre, accounting for 40.00% of the total,
followed by Fantasy and Romance, each with 13.33%. Other genres, including
Paranormal Romance, Science Fiction, Contemporary Fiction, Literary Fiction, and
Young Adult (YA), each contributed 6.67% to the overall borrowing activity. The most
borrowed books within these genres include The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan
(Fantasy), Midnight Sun by Stephenie Meyer (Paranormal Romance), and And Then
There Were None by Agatha Christie (Mystery/Thriller), indicating varying levels of
popularity among different fiction categories.

The data suggests that Mystery/Thriller books have sustained strong readership, likely
due to their suspenseful narratives that engage readers. The presence of bestsellers such
as Angels & Demons and The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes implies that classic and
modern thrillers continue to attract interest. Fantasy and Romance, ranking second in
borrowing frequency, suggest a consistent preference for immersive storytelling and
emotional narratives. The relatively lower borrowing percentages of genres like Science
Fiction, Literary Fiction, and Contemporary Fiction may indicate a more niche readership
or a smaller available collection of books in these genres within the library.

These findings indicate that readers' genre preferences are shaped by both personal
interest and the availability of popular titles. The strong performance of Mystery/Thriller
books suggests a demand for engaging and suspense-driven stories, while the steady
borrowing of Fantasy and Romance novels reflects a sustained interest in escapism and
emotional depth. The data further suggest that while certain genres maintain consistent
popularity, borrowing patterns may also be influenced by trends, book recommendations,
and the library's acquisition strategy. Understanding these trends can help the library
curate its collection to better align with readers' interests.

Table 11.
Classification of Most Borrowed Fiction Books by Genre (SY 2022-2023)
Genre Title Author Borrow Count
Fantasy The Lightning Thief Rick Riordan 7
Camp Half-Blood Rick Riordan 4
Confidential
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Paranormal Midnight Sun Stephenie Meyer 5
Romance
Romance When He Was Julia Quinn 5
Wicked
Why We Broke Up  Daniel Handler 3
Mystery/Thriller And Then There Agatha Christie 4
Were None
The Midnight Matt Haig 4
Library
Angels & Demons Dan Brown 3
The Adventures of  Arthur Conan Doyle 3
Sherlock Holmes
The Chemist Stephenie Meyer 3
Gone James Patterson 3
Science Fiction The Morrow Susan McNally 3
Secrets
Contemporary Crazy Rich Asians  Kevin Kwan 3
Fiction
Literary Fiction Colorless Tsukuru  Haruki Murakami 3
Tazaki and His
Years of Pilgrimage
Young Adult (YA) Holding Up the Jennifer Niven 3

Universe

Table 12.
Frequency Distribution and Percentage for the Fiction Genre (SY 2022-2023)

Genre Frequency Percentage (%)
Fantasy 2 13.33
Paranormal Romance 1 6.67
Romance 2 13.33
Mystery/Thriller 6 40.00
Science Fiction 1 6.67
Contemporary Fiction 1 6.67
Literary Fiction 1 6.67
Young Adult (YA) 1 6.67
Total 15 100.00

The circulation data for SY 2023-2024, as shown on Tables 13 and 14, reveals a strong
preference for Fantasy, which emerged as the most borrowed genre, accounting for
33.33% of total borrowings. Popular titles like The Morrow Secrets: Trilogy, The Song of
Achilles, and Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets contributed significantly to this
trend. Young Adult (YA) followed at 20.00%, with books such as They Both Die at the
End and The Summer | Turned Pretty driving readership. Mystery/Thriller remained a key
genre at 13.33%, while other genres—including Horror, Contemporary Fiction, Historical
Fiction, Philosophical Fiction, and Romance—each represented a smaller share of
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6.67%. Notably, Horror, led by Thirteen Chairs, made a rare appearance in the top
rankings.

The continued dominance of Fantasy and Young Adult (YA) Fiction suggests that readers
still gravitate toward imaginative and emotionally engaging narratives. However, the
decline in Mystery/Thriller compared to the previous year (from 40% to 13.33%) may
indicate shifting interests or reduced availability of new titles in that category. The
presence of The Alchemist under Philosophical Fiction and Fangirl under Contemporary
Fiction highlights an interest in introspective and character-driven stories, while the lower
count of Romance suggests a shift away from traditionally popular love stories. Horror's
inclusion could indicate a growing curiosity for suspense and supernatural elements
among readers.

These findings suggest that libraries should continue investing in Fantasy and YA Fiction
while monitoring emerging trends in Horror and Contemporary Fiction. While
Mystery/Thriller has seen a dip, it remains a steady category that could be revitalized
through new acquisitions and targeted promotions. Additionally, balancing the collection
with diverse genres could encourage broader reading habits, ensuring that the library
continues to meet the evolving literary preferences of its users.

Ignatian International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research

Vol 3No 3 March 2025

Table 13.
Classification of Most Borrowed Fiction Books by Genre (SY 2023-2024)
Genre Title Author Borrow Count

Horror Thirteen Chairs Dave Shelton 14

Contemporary Fangirl Sam Maggs 12

Fiction

Historical Fiction The Seven Taylor Jenkins Reid 11
Husbands of
Evelyn Hugo

Mystery/Thriller Blood Work Michael Connelly 10
The Midnight Matt Haig 8
Library

Young Adult (YA) They Both Die at Adam Silvera 10
the End
The Summer | Jenny Han 6
Turned Pretty
Better Than the Lynn Painter 6
Movies

Fantasy The Morrow Susan McNally 8
Secrets: Trilogy
The Song of Madeline Miller 8
Achilles
Loki’s Wolves Kelley Armstrong 7
The Serpent’s Rick Riordan 7
Shadow
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Harry Potter and J.K. Rowling 7
the Chamber of

Secrets
Philosophical The Alchemist Paulo Coelho 6
Fiction
Romance The Love Ali Hazelwood 6
Hypothesis

Table 14.

Frequency Distribution and Percentage for the Fiction Genre (SY 2023-2024)
Genre Frequency Percentage (%)
Horror 1 6.67
Contemporary Fiction 1 6.67
Historical Fiction 1 6.67
Mystery/Thriller 2 13.33
Young Adult (YA) 3 20.00
Fantasy 5 33.33
Philosophical Fiction 1 6.67
Romance 1 6.67
Total 15 100.00

Table 15 presents the genre trends over time (covering seven academic years, from
2017-2018 to 2023-2024 including the pandemic). Young Adult (YA) Fiction, Fantasy, and
Mystery/Thriller dominate the circulation patterns (each at 16.95%). This indicates a
strong preference for escapism, adventure, and suspenseful storytelling among readers.
Romance follows closely behind (15.25%), suggesting that love stories remain a
consistent favorite, particularly among young and adult readers alike. Dystopian Fiction
(8.47%) has moderate demand, possibly influenced by trends from popular series such
as The Hunger Games and Divergent. Philosophical Fiction and Contemporary Fiction
(each 6.78%) show a significant readership, indicating a preference for introspective and
realistic storytelling. Science Fiction and Historical Fiction (each 5.08%) remain niche but
steady, attracting readers interested in futuristic worlds or historical narratives.

Table 15.

Circulation Patterns of Popular Fiction Genres over Time
Genre Frequency (Occurrences) Percentage (%)
Young Adult (YA) Fiction 10 55.55
Fantasy 10 55.55
Mystery/Thriller 10 55.55
Romance 9 50.00
Dystopian Fiction 5 27.78
Philosophical Fiction 4 22.22
Contemporary Fiction 4 22.22
Science Fiction 3 16.67
Historical Fiction 3 16.67
Horror 2 11.11

879

Ignatian International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research Vol 3No 3 March 2025 www.icceph.com



Inspirational 2 11.11
Children’s Literature 2 11.11
Memoir 1 5.55
Classic Literature 1 5.55
Essays/Reflections 1 5.55
Short Stories 1 5.55
Paranormal Romance 1 5.55
Literary Fiction 1 5.55
Table 16.
Variations of Genre Preferences over Time (SY 2017-2018 to 2023-2024)
School Year Most Borrowed Notable Books Observations
Genres
2017-2018 Fantasy, Harry Potter series  Fantasy,
Inspirational, (J.K. Rowling), For inspirational, and
Romance One More Day and romance dominate;
The Time Keeper strong interest in
(Mitch Albom), The contemporary love
Longest Ride stories
(Nicholas Sparks)
2018-2019 Young Adult, We Should Hand Young adult fiction
Romance, Out Sometime surges; romance
Mystery/Thriller (Josh Sundquist), remains strong;
The Last Song and  mystery/thriller sees
The Best of Me steady interest.
(Nicholas Sparks),
My Heart and Other
Black Holes
(Jasmine Warga),
Room 13 (Robert
Swindells)
2019-2020 Young Adult, Thirteen Reasons Young adult
Contemporary Why (Jay Asher), becomes more
Fiction, Philosophical Sad Girls (Lang popular;
and Science Fiction Leav), Manuscript contemporary
Found in Accra fiction,
(Paulo Coelho), philosophical and
Two Tales from the  science fiction gain
Future (Nicholas some traction.
Fisk)
2020-2021 Mystery Thriller, And Then There Increase in
Dystopian Fiction Were None (Agatha mystery/thriller
Christie), The One,
Happily Ever After,
and The Heir (Kiera
Cass)
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2021-2022 Romance, Fantasy, Like No Other (Una  Strong preference

Dystopian Fiction LaMarche), The for YA fantasy and
Catastrophic romance; dystopian
History of You and  fiction continues to
Me (Jess be widely borrowed.

Rothenberg), Harry
Potter Series (J.K.
Rowling), The One
and Happily Ever
After (Kiera Cass)

2022-2023 Mystery/Thriller, And Then There Increase in
Fantasy, Romance Were None (Agatha mystery/thriller and
Christie), The fantasy books;
Lightning Thief continued interest
(Rick Riordan), in romance.
When He Was
Wicked (Julia
Quinn)
2023-2024 Fantasy, The Morrow Fantasy,
Mystery/Thriller, Secrets: Trilogy mystery/thriller and
Young Adult (YA) (Susan McNally), young adult fiction
Blood Work remains strong.

(Michael Connelly),
They Both Die at
the End (Adam
Silvera)

DISCUSSION

Reading requires active engagement from the brain at every moment. Fiction fosters this
engagement while offering the same sense of escapism found in other forms of
entertainment (Manson, 2025). Moreover, reading fiction expands the imagination and
enhances cognitive processes, encouraging deeper and more creative thinking (Pucadyil,
2023).

An increasing body of research highlights the profound impact of fiction on readers,
demonstrating its ability to foster open-mindedness, empathy, and compassion. These
qgualities are essential for navigating societal challenges, including the aftermath of a
global pandemic and the persistence of systemic inequalities (Lo Basso, 2020).

The analysis of circulation data across multiple academic years provides valuable insights
into evolving reading preferences among library patrons. The sustained popularity of
genres such as Mystery/Thriller, Fantasy, and Romance underscores a strong reader
inclination toward suspenseful narratives, immersive world-building, and emotionally
resonant storytelling. These genres not only offer intellectual stimulation and emotional
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connection but also serve as an avenue for escapism, reflecting their enduring appeal
across diverse readerships.

There is a vast selection of books available to entertain readers worldwide. From
mysteries and romance to suspense, the assortment of fictional novels featuring unique
characters and compelling stories is endless (Indeed Editorial Team, 2025). As of March
2019, romance was the most popular genre among 54 percent of readers in the
Philippines, followed by thrillers at 33 percent and adventure books at 31 percent (Balita,
2021).

The sustained popularity of these genres suggests that libraries must continue to invest
in and update their collections to meet reader demand while maintaining a balanced
selection of both classic and contemporary titles. By doing so, libraries can ensure that
patrons have access to a diverse range of literature that aligns with their evolving
preferences.

The increasing circulation of Young Adult (YA) fiction and dystopian novels, particularly
in earlier years, reflects the strong influence of popular culture, media adaptations, and
shifting literary trends. The rise of YA literature, fueled by bestselling series and
blockbuster film adaptations, highlights the impact of external factors on library borrowing
patterns. This underscores the need for libraries to adapt their acquisition strategies to
align with these evolving reader interests.

At the same time, the steady yet moderate readership of Contemporary Fiction, Science
Fiction, and Philosophical Fiction suggests the presence of niche reader groups with
specific literary preferences. This trend emphasizes the importance of curating a diverse
fiction collection that not only caters to dominant genres but also supports a broad
spectrum of reading interests, thereby fostering literary inclusivity.

Additionally, circulation data highlight the significant role of bestselling titles and
renowned authors in shaping reading trends. Books such as The Lightning Thief, Midnight
Sun, and The Midnight Library have exhibited high borrowing rates, reinforcing the idea
that literary recognition and author reputation strongly influence reader choices. These
findings further stress the necessity for libraries to balance their collections between
critically acclaimed works and trending popular titles.

The presence of widely recognized works in library collections enhances engagement
and encourages sustained borrowing activity. These findings highlight the necessity of
aligning collection development with both emerging literary trends and enduring reader
preferences.

Indeed, libraries can refine their acquisition strategies, promote relevant literature, and
actively support the evolving reading habits of their patrons by leveraging circulation data.
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Conclusions

The findings suggest that reader preferences are not static but evolve over time,
influenced by literary trends, media adaptations, and book availability. The sustained
popularity of Mystery/Thriller and Fantasy genres highlights a continued demand for
gripping narratives and imaginative storytelling. The increasing interest in YA and
Romance fiction indicates a diverse readership that spans different age groups and
literary tastes. Additionally, the borrowing patterns reflect the role of the library's collection
in shaping reading habits, where high-circulation books tend to be those with established
popularity or series continuity.

Recommendations

To enhance library engagement and optimize collection development, it is recommended
that the library prioritize acquiring and promoting books in high-demand genres while also
introducing emerging titles to diversify reading options. Hosting book discussions, themed
reading challenges, and author feature events can encourage further engagement with
underrepresented genres like Science Fiction and Philosophical Fiction. Additionally,
implementing a recommendation system based on borrowing trends and reader feedback
will help ensure that the library continues to meet the evolving preferences of its patrons.
Through the continuous monitoring of circulation patterns and the adaptation of
acquisition strategies accordingly, the library can foster a more dynamic and reader-
responsive environment.
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