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ABSTRACT

A global trend to directly involve youth in creating policies and initiatives is on the rise.
This movement is far behind the Philippines. The Sangguniang Kabataan, a legally-
instituted youth governing body, has already been institutionalized. In order to find out
how knowledgeable the respondents are of the role of Sanggunian Kabataan in their
community, this research uses a quantitative descriptive research methodology, a survey
guestionnaire, and random sampling. The survey's results showed that, first, most youths
have positive beliefs of the effectiveness and competence of Sangguniang Kabataan;
second, a sizable portion of the youth population has positive beliefs of the projects
undertaken by the organization; and third, the majority of youth believes that the programs
offered by the organization improve the economic conditions in their barangay. The
research recommends that in order to educate youth about the importance of
Sangguniang Kabataan, it should organize several educational seminars and campaigns;
work with educational institutions to integrate the organization's initiatives and programs
into the curriculum; and develop engaging and creative programs that cater to the
interests and needs of young people. Lastly, continue their efforts to engage young
people and involve them in local governance and decision-making. In addition to helping
their community flourish, the Sangguniang Kabataan can provide youths with a platform
to improve their civic engagement, leadership skills, and community involvement.
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INTRODUCTION

Acquiring the support of the population is essential to utilizing the stability of a democratic
country like the Philippines. The foundation of development, wealth, and stability is
participation. Under the present system, senators enact rules that citizens must follow;
yet, it is critical that they represent the youth of today in the most practical and effective
manner.

Elections in the Philippines are never dull. A country comprising an archipelago that has
65,745, 529 votes in the past election. These are the positions for which elections are
held: President and Vice President, whose terms are renewed every six years; Senators,
whose terms are renewed every three years; Members of the House of Representatives,
Governors, Vice Governors, Members of Sangguniang Panlalawigan or Provincial Board
Members, Mayors, Vice Mayors, Members of Sangguniang Panlungsod and
Sangguniang Bayan, Barangay Officials, and Sangguniang Kabataan Officials are all
four-year terms. Every citizen 18 years of age and older who has lived in the Philippines
for at least a year and six months, either in the Philippines or at the location of registration,
are eligible to register with the Commission on Elections (National Youth Commission,
n.d).

Motivating youths to become involved in civic affairs is crucial. This made it possible for
the Sangguniang Kabataan Program, formerly known as "Kabataang Barangay," to
emerge. In order to participate in the Sangguniang Kabataan elections, young people
must register with the Commission on Elections and meet certain requirements. First,
they must be Filipino citizens for at least a year. Secondly, they must be residents of the
intended barangay for at least six months. Finally, the COMELEC has made it clear that
those who are fifteen years of age or younger can cast ballots. Voting in the Sangguniang
Kabataan elections is open to anybody not over thirty (National Youth Commission, n.d).

According to Castillo et.al (2010), Sanggunian Kabataan comprises youth that includes a
chairman, seven members, a secretary, and a treasurer. However, former President
Rodrigo Duterte decided to postpone the Sangguniang Kabataan elections during his
term citing issues with nepotism, lack of openness in money dealings, and failing to shape
a responsive youth. In 2023, the Sangguniang Kabataan and barangay elections were
held after being postponed for several years. In the effort to realize the youth's “vital role
in nation-building,” a fresh opportunity to strengthen the basis of youth engagement
through the Sanggunian Kabataan has emerged (Ingalla, 2023).
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Snyder (2011), states that earlier research has shown how crucial political consciousness
and education are in introducing people to disparities at all three levels of government.
Zaller (1999), defined political awareness as a person's attention to and comprehension
of politics. Nonetheless, political consciousness can differ from person to person and can
be conceptualized in a variety of ways (Rahman and Rizali, 2018). While some academics
have concentrated on political awareness's influence on public opinion, others have
highlighted the role it plays in political involvement (Gortz et.al, 2022). Political awareness
is essential to the political process because it enables voters to make knowledgeable
choices at the polls by being aware of the topics and politicians that have an impact on
their communities. It is also directly related to political participation, since those with
higher political awareness are more inclined to take part in democratic processes by
volunteering, running for office, and voting.

The National Youth Commission defines youth as those who are between the ages of 15
and 30. According to figures from the Commission of Elections, young people accounted
for almost half of all registered voters in past elections, indicating that the Philippines
currently has the greatest youth population in its history (De Leon, 2021). In spite of this,
a large number of individuals as evidenced by the 2019 midterm elections, composed of
youth Filipinos have indicated a lack of confidence in the political system and a conviction
that their votes are meaningless. This is troubling since youth engagement in politics is
critical to the wellbeing and vibrancy of democracy. To make sure that young people's
opinions are heard and their interests are represented in the decisions that impact their
lives, we must endeavor to raise their political consciousness and engagement.

According to Harris et al. (2020), young people continue to find informal and personal
ways to deal with the issues they care about, but several research indicates that many of
them still want official political leaders to take notice of and deal with their concerns.
Ongoing research is necessary to accurately and fully depict the political contributions
made by young people. Although formal electoral politics are becoming less important to
youth engagement, they are still vital to democracy. While maintaining and promoting the
value of young people's involvement in traditional politics, it is crucial to use critical
engagement to understand youth participation for what it is and where it is (Pruitt, 2017).

The most notable example of youth participation in local governance is the Sangguniang
Kabataan. The Philippine government needs to recognize the potential contribution of
youth Filipinos to the nation's development. One of the concepts that resulted in the 1991
Local Government Code was Sangguniang Kabataan or Republic Act 7160. The year
1995 saw the enactment of the Youth in Nation-Building Act or Republic Act 8044, which
was used by the Philippine government to establish the National Youth Commission. The
commission's main concentration is on matters pertaining to young people in the
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Philippines, and it acts as the secretariat for the Sangguniang Kabataan National
Federation.

Voting behavior is based on citizens' ability to obtain comprehensive, comprehensible,
and varied information. By default, people are unaware of much about politics (Mendoza
et al., 2022). Hence, it is possible to use the source and mode of media consumption to
promote adolescent involvement. This type of information elites supply can influence not
only political beliefs and policy decisions but also other aspects of political behavior, such
as voting intentions (Snyder, 2011).

According to a research conducted on behalf of the UN Children's Fund the National
Barangay Operations Office of the Department of the Interior and Local Government
states that “youth become an integral part of the community when they are given a legal
budget, a seat in local government, and the opportunity to influence local policies and
initiatives”. Although some see them as a burden, young people can be useful partners
in attempting to address social issues. They are, after all, authorities on the difficulties
that their fellow community members encounter. Admittedly, the survey shows that youth
Filipinos participate in the Sanggunian Kabataan at typically low levels. It is possible that
respondents are unaware that the Sanggunian Kabataan is a worthwhile place to
participate. The youth's message is made clear, nevertheless, by keeping the
Sanggunian Kabataan system but making some adjustments: they need and desire to be
included in the local development process (Balanon et al, 2007).

Since Sangguniang Kabataan is the organization that represents the youth in the country,
this research attempts to shed light on how aware the youth are of its role. Their viewpoint
would be widened in favor of a more influential and engaged youth voice.
Research Question

What is the level of awareness of the youth on the role of Sangguniang Kabataan?
METHODOLOGY
Research Design
In this research, a quantitative descriptive research design was employed. Providing a
thorough and comprehensive description of the phenomenon under research is the
primary goal of descriptive research, as opposed to testing theories or determining

correlations between variables (McCombes, 2023). This was utilized by the researchers
to give a thorough and accurate image of how the youth were knowledgeable and aware
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of the role of the Sangguniang Kabataan and how they saw the significance and
applicability of the Sanggunian Kabataan. In order to accomplish this, the researchers
used a survey questionnaire to gather information from a sample of youths and detailed
their traits, perspectives, and encounters with the Sanggunian Kabataan and system.
Overall, the descriptive research methodology enabled the researchers to give a
complete and accurate explanation of the occurrences under investigation, and to
comprehend the youth's perspectives on the role of Sanggunian Kabataan, as well as
their experiences with it.

Participants and Sampling Technique

The researchers surveyed 17—24 years old registered voters, regardless of gender, who
physically reside in the specified Barangay Lamot 2 in Calauan, Laguna. The primary
reason they chose that age was to match it with the R.A. 10742 recommended age
bracket adjustment. The results of the survey questionnaires eventually highlighted the
youth'’s reactions to the role of the Sangguniang Kabataan.

To choose a sample of respondents from the larger population, the researchers employed
a random sampling technique. In the investigation, the researchers employed a survey
because it enabled them to quickly and effectively collect a substantial amount of data
from a wide range of respondents. By choosing the sample by a random sampling
technique, the researchers were able to obtain precise and trustworthy data from the
greater population under investigation by using a survey to collect information from the
respondents. This made it possible for the researchers to draw reliable generalizations
about the population from the sample's responses.

Data Gathering Procedures

Obtaining a permission for data collection was the first step in the data gathering
procedures. A letter of authorization from the relevant target respondents to perform a
survey was also obtained. Following approval, a consent form was given to the
respondents describing the purpose of the research was distributed by the researchers.
In addition, the researchers gave respondents the assurance that the data given from
them would be kept private and used only for research purposes. Lastly, following survey
completion, the researchers asked the respondents whether they had concerns about
their participation in this research endeavor, and they were also permitted to make
corrections whatever mistakes they made.
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Data Analysis

The researchers employed descriptive statistics for the data analysis in order to analyze
the data they provide. According to Bhandari (2023), descriptive statistics is needed for
efficiently calculating, categorizing, and summarizing research data. Descriptive statistics
can be presented graphically in figures or quantitatively in tables. It compiles information
from a sample group, which may or may not be representative of the entire population.
Taking everything considered, the analysis let the researchers analyze the reliability and
quality of the research's data and make pertinent conclusions regarding the research
topic. The researchers were able to confirm that the results were supported by reliable
research methodologies and procedures by carrying out the descriptive analysis.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Figure 1. Age of Respondents

17 years old: 4.7%
24 years old: 13.3%

——— 18 years old: 18.0%
23 years old: 5.0%

19 years old: 3.5%

22 years old: 25.2%
20 years old: 15.2%
21 years old: 15.0%
BN 17 years old M 18 years old 19 years old 20 years old 21 years old 22 years old
23 years old 24 years old

Figure 1 shows the age of the respondents and individuals who are between the ages of
15 and 30 years old and classified as youth, according to the National Youth Commission.
It should be highlighted, however, that the respondents in this research were restricted to
those who were between the ages of 17 and 24 years old. Having stated that, according
to the survey provided, there are 150 youth in all who were surveyed.

The age ranges from 17 to 24 years old, with the majority falling between the ages of 18,
20, 21, and 22 years old. The age group with the highest number of individuals surveyed
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was 22 years old garnering 25.2%, followed by the age group of 20 years old with 15.2%,
followed by the age group of 21 with 15.0%, and the age group of 18 years old with 18%.
Together, these four age groups account for about almost 75% of the entire population
surveyed. With about almost 25% of the total population surveyed, the age group with the
fewest respondents was 19, 17, and 23.

Based on the data, it is evident that the distribution of respondents asked between the
ages of 17 and 24 is not fairly distributed. All things considered, the information sheds
light on the age range of the group surveyed and can be helpful in understanding its
demographics. Furthermore, everyone of the 150 respondents, who are between the
ages of 17 and 24 years old, from Barangay Lamot 2 in Calauan, Laguna, has knowledge
of and familiarity with Sangguniang Kabataan.

Figure 2. Competency of Sangguniang Kabataan to Hold Public Position

_— Yes:16.T%

B ves M No

Figure 2 illustrates that in the survey, a significant portion of the youths who responded,
representing Barangay Lamot 2 in Calauan Laguna, had favorable remarks to say about
the qualifications of Sangguniang Kabataan leaders. In particular, 83.3% of the youths
said that they thought Sangguniang Kabataan authorities were capable of adopting a
position in the barangay administration, and the remaining 16.7% gave an unfavorable
response. The results of the research suggest that the youth community in the
aforementioned barangay has a largely positive impression of the efficacy and skillfulness
of the Sanggunian Kabataan officials in carrying out their duties as public servants.
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Figure 3. Sangguniang Kabataan: An Inspiration for Future Leaders

Mo: 8.7% ——

Yes: 91.3%

M ves M nNe

Figure 3 suggests that most youths in Barangay Lamot 2, Calauan Laguna, have a
positive view of the influence Sangguniang Kabataan officials have on their desire to
become leaders. In other words, 91.3% of those surveyed gave an affirmative response,
and only 8.7% gave a negative response. This result suggests that the barangay's
Sanggunian Kabataan officials are seen as effective individuals who inspire the next
generation to aspire to leadership posts by acting as positive role models. The efficacy of
the Sangguniang Kabataan officials' actions and programs targeted at promoting youth
empowerment and leadership development in the community may be concluded from this
sentiment.

Overall, the data emphasizes how crucial it is for Sanggunian Kabataan officials to inspire
youth people and mold their views on leadership. According to the results, keeping an
emphasis on programs that support youth empowerment and leadership development
may have a favorable effect on producing future leaders for the barangay and wider
community.
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Figure 4. The Youth's Benefits from Sangguniang Kabataan Projects

No: 4.7% -

~

T Yes: 953%

M ves M N

Figure 4 illustrates that the data collected suggests that a considerable segment of the
youth population in Barangay Lamot 2, Calauan Laguna, has a favorable opinion of the
Sangguniang Kabataan projects garnering 95.3% of the youth who participated in the
research expressed agreement with the statement that Sangguniang Kabataan projects
benefit the barangay and the youth who make up its membership. On the other hand, just
4.7% of youths disagreed. The youth population's positive response highlights how well
Sangguniang Kabataan projects is able to solve the various needs and issues that the
youth community in Barangay Lamot 2 has. It is possible that the youth in the
aforementioned barangay are benefiting from the Sangguniang Kabataan projects in a
number of areas, including education, livelihood, health, sports, and cultural events.
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Figure 5. Sangguniang Kabataan's Effect on the Community's Economic Aspect

No: 15.3%

M ves M No

Figure 5 shows that most youths in Barangay Lamot 2, Calauan, Laguna, believe that
Sangguniang Kabataan programs will improve economic conditions in their barangay.
The youths specifically gave 84.7% of "Yes" answers and 15.3% of "No" answers. There
are multiple ways to interpret this data. The fact that youths in Barangay Lamot 2 have
personally witnessed the beneficial impacts could be one cause. Sangguniang Kabataan
initiatives on the economic state of the community is another possibility, although not
having seen any concrete proof of it yet, the youth think well of Sangguniang Kabataan
initiatives and think they can improve the economy of their barangay.

Considering this, more investigation and analysis are required to completely comprehend
the rationale behind what the respondents thought regarding Sangguniang Kabataan
projects and how they affect the economy of the area. Nonetheless, the aforementioned
data underscores the need of including youths in community development endeavors and
the possible advantages of Sangguniang Kabataan projects concerning area economic
expansion.
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Figure 6. Youth Percentage that Thought there was a Problem in the Sangguniang
Kabataan

Yes: 32.0%

No: 65.0%

M ves [ No

Figure 6 illustrates the effectiveness of Sangguniang Kabataan. While 32% of youth
express a different opinion, suggesting that they see a problem within the organization, a
significant majority of youth garnering 68% agree that the organization does not present
any challenges. The result of the research suggests that the majority of respondents do
not believe the Sangguniang Kabataan raises any serious issues. However, the
percentage of respondents which is nearly one third of the total population admit that
there are problems within the organization and raises the possibility that the organization's
operating structure could use some improvement or revision.
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Figure 7. Typical Issues with Sangguniang Kabataan's Ineffectiveness

None: 0.9%
SK Officials Uneligible on the Position: 0.9% —
Lack of Focus on the Projects: 0.9%

— Constituent Participation: 9.7%
Lack of Presence: 0.9%
Lack of Competency: 0.9%

- Conflicting Interest: 13.2%
Sangguniang Kabataan Itself: 18.5%

Lack of Support from the Government: 22.1%

Lack of Concrete Plans: 31.8%

M Constituent Participation [ Conflicting Interest Lack of Concrete Plans
Lack of Support from the Government Sangguniang Kabataan ltself Lack of Competency
Lack of Presence Lack of Focus on the Projects [l SK Officials Uneligible on the Position [l None
Figure 7 shows the sentiments of 150 youths who answered questions about the
Sangguniang Kabataan in Barangay Lamot 2 in Calauan, Laguna. The majority of those
who responded to the question on what is wrong with the Sangguniang Kabataan did so
in the affirmative.

The data demonstrates the various issues that respondents felt the Sangguniang
Kabataan was facing. Remarkably, the most frequently mentioned problem garnering
31.8% of responses is "lack of concrete plans and/or projects.” According to this research,
youths believe the Sangguniang Kabataan to be incompetent in creating and carrying out
projects or programs that deal with the issues and demands of their people.

The "conflicting interests” among Sangguniang Kabataan officials was one of the
common issues that was noted and received 13.2% of responses. Due to competing
priorities between their personal life, their education, and their Sangguniang Kabataan
service, the research suggests that there is a perceived lack of commitment or dedication
from Sangguniang Kabataan officials.

Moreover, the research indicates that 22.1% of respondents believe the government does
not provide adequate financing, resources, or guidance to the Sangguniang Kabataan.
Furthermore, 0.09% of respondents believe that the Sangguniang Kabataan officials are
incompetent or problematic in their capacities. In conclusion, 9.7% of the respondents
recognized "constituents’ participation" as an issue with the Sangguniang Kabataan,
whereas 0.09% of the respondents cited "others" as a problem.
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Correspondingly, this particular section is an assessment of the effectiveness of
Sangguniang Kabataan based on the functions listed in Section 426 of the Local
Government Code. These functions are expected to: first, promulgate resolutions
necessary to carry out the objectives of the youth in the barangay in accordance with the
applicable provisions of the Code. Second, initiate programs designed to enhance
members' social, political, economic, cultural, intellectual, moral, spiritual, and physical
development. Third, consult and coordinate with all youth organizations in the barangay
for policy formulation and program implementation. Lastly, coordinate with the concerned
national agency for the implementation of youth development projects and programs at
the national level.

Figure 8. The Efficiency of Sangguniang Kabataan in Enacting Barangay
Ordinances
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Figure 8 shows that 19.3% strongly agree and 53.3% agree, the majority of respondents
believe the Sangguniang Kabataan is effective in passing legislation. Just a small
percentage of respondents disagreed or strongly disagreed, while less than 25% of
respondents were neutral. The data indicates that most youth respondents believe the
Sangguniang Kabataan is effective in passing local legislations.
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Figure 9. Sangguniang Kabataan in Providing Leadership Development Programs
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Figure 9 shows that a sizable majority of respondents agreed that Sangguniang Kabataan
provides programs for developing leaders. Remarkably, 30.7% of the respondents
indicated a strong preference for the idea, although 48.7% confirmed that they agreed
with it. Conversely, just a small percentage of the respondents maintained a neutral
position, and just 2% of the survey respondents said they disagreed with the idea, and
only 1.3% said they strongly disagreed. Based on these results, one may reasonably draw
the conclusion that the Sanggunian Kabataan is seen as an effective provider of
leadership development programs by the majority of the youth respondents in Barangay

Lamot 2, Calauan Laguna.

Figure 10. Sangguniang Kabataan on Its Effectiveness in Tapping Katipunan ng

Kabataan
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Figure 10 shows that 46% of the respondents agreed that the Sangguniang Kabataan is
successful in mobilizing the Katipunan ng Kabataan. Remarkably, this remark was
strongly agreed with by 23.3% of the respondents. Just a small percentage of
respondents which is 5.3% and 0.7%, respectively disagree or strongly disagree with the
Sangguniang Kabataan's efficiency, while a quarter of respondents which is 24.7%
remained neutral. These results suggest that youths in Barangay Lamot 2 Calauan,
Laguna believe the Sangguniang Kabataan is a useful tool for interacting with the
Katipunan ng Kabataan.

Figure 11. Sangguniang Kabataan: Fostering Leadership Development
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Figure 11 illustrates that the majority of respondents have a positive view of the
Sangguniang Kabataan's capacity to develop future leaders. In particular, 76% of
respondents had a favorable view of the organization's ability to develop more leaders,
with 31.3% strongly agree and 44.7% agree. In the meantime, 1.3% strongly disagree,
4% disagree, and 18.7% are neutral about the claim. These outcomes imply that the
respondents such as youth members or those acquainted with Sangguniang Kabataan's
activities think highly of the organization as a means of helping youths develop their
leadership abilities.
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Figure 12. Projects of Sangguniang Kabataan that Needs Enhancement
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Figure 12 provides that awareness campaigns and seminars, with a total of 63.3%, are
the component of Sangguniang Kabataan initiatives that the youth believe requires
improvement and is most valuable to the community. Projects related to dental and
medical services come in second with 46.7%. Barangay facilities and other public
amenities, sports events and other recreational activities, clean-up campaigns, and other
initiatives are also thought to be advantageous.

Since the overall number of responses are 150 respondents, it is significant to highlight
that some questions are dichotomous questions and the respondents are given the option
to choose multiple responses.

Overall, the data indicates that although the Sanggunian Kabataan projects are thought
to be good for the community, there is still room for development. It implies that youth are
drawn to health and education-focused initiatives, including seminars, awareness
campaigns, and dental and medical services. The Sangguniang Kabataan in Barangay
Lamot 2, Calauan Laguna, may find this information helpful in setting priorities for their
upcoming initiatives and making sure that they take into account the desires and
necessities of the community they serve.

The research by Rey and Espiritu (2023), which contended that Sanggunian Kabataan
chairpersons and punong barangays perceive the organization's performance and
participation in local governance as very good, while MLGOOs rate it as good,
corroborated the data collected by this research.

Furthermore, Rosales (2022) revealed in his evaluations that the Sangguniang
Kabataan's initiatives, projects, and activities are significant and have to be given the
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greatest importance. The research recommended that the Sanggunian Kabataan should
intensify their projects, programs, and activities related to social transformation,
development, and assistance.

Balanon et al. (2007), in contrast, refuted the research's findings, claiming that
Sanggunian Kabataan performance during the previous 10 years has been largely poor.
This is particularly true when it comes to creating laws, encouraging youth development,
filing reports, and consulting with their constituency. The research also identified the
Sanggunian Kabataan's noteworthy advantages, such as its enormous capacity to foster
the next generation of leaders, involve young people in the community, and impart values
of responsibility, integrity, and inventiveness. Based on the results of their research, it has
been found that the Sanggunian Kabataan's potential is not being fully realized, leading
to programs that are mostly focused on sports, infrastructural development, and
environmental conservation.

Sanggunian Kabataan offers a number of benefits and drawbacks, as demonstrated by
the research's conclusions. This could result in enhancing their responsibilities and tasks
to effectively lead their community and empower other young people.

Conclusions

According to the data provided, the youth in Calauan Laguna's Barangay Lamot 2 have
generally favorable responses to the efficiency and competence of Sangguniang
Kabataan officials in carrying out their official duties. In addition, a significant segment of
the barangay's youth population has favorable thoughts about the Sangguniang
Kabataan projects, with a resounding majority agreeing that these projects are
advantageous to the barangay and its youth residents. As per results of the survey, most
youths in Barangay Lamot 2 believe that Sangguniang Kabataan programs improve the
economic situation in their barangay. The research does, however, also show that a
sizable minority believes there is an issue within the youth organization, indicating that
the organization's operational framework may benefit from advancements or changes. In
Calauan, Laguna's Barangay Lamot 2, the youth's high degree of knowledge and
awareness with Sangguniang Kabataan indicates that they recognize the value of youth-
led government groups that stand in for their goals and interests. With this understanding,
the youth can participate in democratic activities such as decision making, improving their
barangay, and honing their leadership abilities as well as expertise in governance.

In conclusion, the Barangay Lamot 2 survey results in Calauan, Laguna are consistent
with the inclusive and participatory democratic objectives of the normative democratic
theory. Youth involvement, interest, and awareness in local politics and governance are
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strong, which is indicative of their appreciation of the value of youth-led government
organizations, their faith in democracy, and their willingness to have an input in selecting
their leaders.

Recommendations

It is suggested that: first, conduct a number of educational seminars and campaigns to
enlighten young people about the significance of Sangguniang Kabataan. Secondly,
collaborate with educational institutions to incorporate Sangguniang Kabataan's initiatives
and programs into the educational curriculum. Third, create innovative and captivating
programs that address the needs and interests of youths. Finally, Sangguniang Kabataan
officials need to keep up their initiatives to interact with youth and include them in local
governance and decision-making. By doing this, the Sangguniang Kabataan can give
youths a forum to enhance their civic engagement, leadership abilities, and community
involvement while also assisting in the development of their barangay.

Compliance with Ethical Standards

This research, which included the participation of youths from Barangay Lamot 2 in
Calauan, Laguna, was conducted with ethical consideration. The research survey
prioritized the safety of the respondents and ensured the integrity of the data collected. It
includes obtaining informed consent from respondents, maintaining anonymity and
confidentiality throughout the survey. Respondents were told that the data acquired would
be kept anonymous, and that the survey design and implementation would adhere to
fairness and equity standards.
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