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ABSTRACT  
 
This study examines the impact of parental involvement on reading comprehension skills 
among Grade 4 students at Abatan Elementary School, recognizing the critical role 
parents play in education. Utilizing a quantitative approach with a customized 
questionnaire distributed to 59 parents, results indicated a generally positive level of 
engagement in reading activities, with means of 2.58 for parenting activities and 2.99 for 
volunteering. However, challenges like lack of patience and scheduling difficulties were 
noted, reflected in an overall mean of 2.15 for obstacles faced. Supporting this, Jeynes 
(2016) found that parental involvement significantly enhances academic performance, 
particularly in reading. Recommendations include enhancing parental modeling of 
reading behavior, offering training programs for effective reading strategies, and creating 
enjoyable reading environments at home. Ultimately, by addressing these barriers, 
stakeholders can foster a more supportive learning atmosphere, enhancing student 
literacy outcomes and emphasizing the importance of active family engagement in 
education. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 
Parental involvement in education is a critical factor influencing children's 

academic success and overall development. Numerous studies have established a robust 
correlation between engaged parenting and improved student performance, particularly 



154 
 

Ignatian International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research            Vol 2 No 10          October 2024          www.icceph.com 

in literacy skills such as reading comprehension. For instance, research by Froiland and 
Davison (2014) and Pinquart (2015) highlights that active participation from parents can 
significantly enhance children's reading abilities, setting the foundation for future 
academic achievements. This connection underscores the need for a deeper 
understanding of how parents can effectively contribute to their children's educational 
journeys. 

 
Reading proficiency is essential for academic success, especially in the early years 

of schooling. Children who develop strong reading skills in primary school are more likely 
to excel academically in subsequent grades (Epçaçan, 2018). However, many students 
worldwide, including those in Turkey and the Philippines, face challenges in achieving 
reading proficiency. This situation calls for targeted interventions that can engage families 
and empower parents to support their children’s literacy development more effectively. 

 
Family engagement is particularly important in fostering reading skills. Activities 

such as shared reading, discussing books, and providing a supportive environment can 
enhance children's literacy skills, improve fluency, and encourage independent reading 
habits (Steiner, 2014). Despite the recognized importance of these activities, there 
remains a gap in research regarding how parental involvement affects children's 
motivation and attitudes toward reading, which is a vital area for exploration. 

 
While many parents acknowledge the importance of being involved in their 

children's education, they often encounter various obstacles. Busy schedules, limited 
resources, and a lack of knowledge about effective reading strategies can hinder their 
ability to engage meaningfully in their children's literacy development (Naranjo, 2019). 
Understanding these challenges is essential for creating support systems that enable 
parents to take an active role in fostering reading skills. 

 
In the context of the Philippine education system, there has been a growing 

recognition of the need for reforms aimed at improving reading skills among students. 
Initiatives like "Catch-Up Fridays" aim to enhance reading comprehension by providing 
dedicated time for reading in schools. Programs such as Project ABATANES at Abatan 
Elementary School focus on fostering a community culture of reading, emphasizing the 
collaborative role of families in educational success. 

 
This study seeks to explore the level of parental involvement in developing reading 

comprehension skills among Grade 4 students at Abatan Elementary School. By 
identifying the specific challenges parents face, the research aims to inform strategies 
that enhance parental engagement and ultimately improve student outcomes. The 
findings will contribute to a better understanding of how to bridge the gap between home 
and school, ensuring that children receive the support they need for literacy development. 

 
Hence, understanding the dynamics of parental involvement is crucial for 

developing effective educational strategies. By enhancing communication and providing 
targeted support for parents, stakeholders can create a more conducive learning 
environment that enables children to develop essential reading skills. The significance of 
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this study lies in its potential to inform educational practices that empower parents and 
ultimately enhance the academic success of students. 

 
Research Questions 
 
This study aimed to investigate the role of parental involvement in the development of 
reading comprehension skills among Grade 4 students at Abatan Elementary School. 
Specifically, the study sought to answer the following questions: 
 

1. What is the level of parental involvement in reading comprehension skills 
development of the learners? 

2. What are the challenges encountered by the parents in reading comprehension 
skills development of the learners? 

 

METHODOLOGY 
 

The methodology of this study was designed to quantitatively assess the level of 
parental involvement in developing reading comprehension skills among Grade 4 
students at Abatan Elementary School. A total of 59 parents or guardians from sections 
A and B participated in the research during the 2023-2024 school year. The decision to 
conduct a total enumeration of participants ensured that the sample represented all 
parents in the selected grades, thereby providing comprehensive insights into parental 
engagement levels. 

Data were collected using a customized questionnaire, which was divided into two 
parts. The first part contained 15 items aimed at measuring the levels of parental 
involvement in supporting their children's reading skills, drawing from established 
research by Redeja et al. (2022) and Pepito and Sambo (2022). The second part featured 
10 items focused on identifying the challenges parents faced in fostering reading 
comprehension. To quantify responses, a 4-point Likert scale was employed, allowing for 
a nuanced analysis of parental engagement. 

Before distributing the questionnaires, the researchers secured approval from the 
school principal and obtained informed consent from participating parents. The 
distribution process was conducted with care to ensure that parents felt comfortable 
providing their input. Emphasis was placed on confidentiality to encourage honest 
responses, creating a trusting environment that facilitated the collection of valuable data. 

Once the questionnaires were returned, the researchers performed thorough 
checks for completeness before consolidating the data for analysis. Basic statistical 
measures were employed to summarize the findings, and the results were presented in 
clear tables for ease of understanding. A one-sample t-test was used to test the null 
hypothesis, which posited that higher levels of parental participation were associated with 
improved reading comprehension skills among students. This methodological approach 
aimed to yield insights that could inform strategies for enhancing parental engagement in 
literacy development. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
The study's findings revealed significant insights into parental involvement in 

developing their children's reading comprehension skills, broken down into several key 
areas: parenting, communication, volunteering, learning at home, and decision-making. 
Overall, parents exhibited a moderate to high level of involvement, with the highest 
engagement noted in volunteering activities, where the average mean was 2.99. This 
indicates that parents frequently participated in school-related events, like attending PTA 
meetings, and were actively involved in their children's educational environment, 
corroborating the findings of Redeja et al. (2024), which also emphasized the importance 
of parental engagement in school activities. 

 
In terms of parenting, the study highlighted that parents often spent time working 

on reading skills with their children (mean: 2.70), although there was less engagement in 
purchasing books (mean: 2.42). This suggests that while parents prioritize direct 
involvement in reading activities, financial constraints or access to resources might hinder 
their ability to provide additional reading materials. Similarly, research by Lara and 
Saracosti (2019) indicated that parental resources directly influenced children's reading 
development, reinforcing the notion that material support is as critical as emotional and 
educational involvement. 

 
Communication with teachers showed a similar trend, where parents were 

proactive in responding to school communications (mean: 2.97) but less engaged in 
picking up their children's work for discussion (mean: 2.17). This indicates a willingness 
to connect with educators while also highlighting areas for improvement in proactive 
engagement. Supporting this, Redeja et al. (2024) found that while parents often 
communicated with schools, there were gaps in more proactive strategies to enhance 
their children's academic performance. 

 
The findings also illustrated challenges faced by parents, with an average mean of 

2.15 across various obstacles. The most prominent challenge was parents' self-reported 
short patience during reading sessions (mean: 2.53), indicating a struggle to maintain a 
supportive learning environment. Additionally, many parents expressed difficulty in 
establishing regular reading schedules and motivating their children for comprehension 
activities. These challenges echo findings from Pepito and Sambo (2022) and Villiger 
(2020), which reported similar obstacles that hindered parental involvement. Both studies 
noted that parents often felt overwhelmed and lacked the necessary skills to effectively 
support their children's reading development. 

 
Moreover, the results confirmed that while parental involvement positively impacts 

children's reading comprehension development, there remain substantial opportunities 
for improvement. The data suggested a need for targeted interventions to equip parents 
with skills and strategies to navigate their challenges more effectively. By fostering a 
collaborative approach between parents and educators, as highlighted in previous 
research, schools can enhance parental engagement and ultimately improve students' 
literacy outcomes. This aligns with the conclusions drawn by Azubuike and Aina (2020), 
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who emphasized the necessity of providing parents with resources and training to bolster 
their involvement in their children’s educational journeys. 

 

Conclusions 
 

The null hypothesis, which posited that higher levels of parental participation are 
connected to improved reading comprehension skills, was confirmed through this study. 
The findings underscore the importance of diverse forms of parental involvement—such 
as parenting, communicating, volunteering, learning at home, and decision-making—in 
enhancing students' reading outcomes when effectively integrated into educational 
practices. This connection suggests that schools and educators should actively 
encourage and facilitate parental engagement to support literacy development. 

 
Additionally, the study confirmed that the challenges parents face significantly 

impact their child's reading comprehension skills. These challenges, including issues with 
scheduling, motivation, and specific reading strategies, can hinder effective parental 
involvement. Addressing these barriers is crucial for fostering a supportive environment 
that enables parents to contribute positively to their children's literacy journeys. Schools 
can play a vital role by providing resources, training, and strategies to help parents 
navigate these challenges, thereby enhancing the overall reading skills of students. 
 
Recommendations 
 

Setting a good example by reading various materials—books, magazines, 
newspapers, and more—creates a powerful positive message for children: that reading 
is valued and essential. When children observe their parents engaged in reading, it not 
only promotes a culture of literacy within the home but also positions parents as role 
models. Research consistently shows that positive role models in reading can significantly 
influence a child's academic achievement. Children are more likely to adopt reading 
habits and view reading as a rewarding and enjoyable activity when they see their parents 
actively participating in it. 

 
To further enhance parental involvement in literacy development, schools should 

consider implementing additional training programs designed specifically for parents. 
These programs can equip parents with effective strategies for supporting their children’s 
reading abilities, particularly addressing the challenges they encounter in real-life 
situations. Participants in this study expressed a strong desire for school-sponsored 
events that promote parental engagement. By fostering opportunities for parents to 
gather—such as organizing weekly reading clubs or summer reading groups—schools 
can cultivate a community of support that encourages both parents and children to 
embrace reading together. 

 
Creating a pleasant reading environment at home is vital for fostering a love of 

reading. Parents can achieve this by regularly reading aloud and infusing fun into reading 
activities. Such practices not only enhance children's reading skills but also contribute to 
building their patience and resilience when faced with reading challenges. When parents 
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make reading an enjoyable experience, it helps diminish frustration and cultivates a sense 
of curiosity and enthusiasm for learning. This enjoyable atmosphere can motivate children 
to approach reading with a positive mindset, making them more receptive to new 
concepts and skills. 

 
Conducting training sessions focused on practical ideas and resources for parents 

can further bolster their ability to teach their children reading and improve comprehension 
skills. These programs can emphasize the critical role of parental involvement in 
academic success and offer strategies for effective communication with children, co-
parents, and educators. By empowering parents with knowledge and skills, schools can 
enhance the overall literacy development of students. Such initiatives can also create a 
supportive network where parents can share experiences and strategies, ultimately 
leading to a more collaborative approach to education that benefits both children and 
families. 
 
Compliance with Ethical Standards  
 

This study prioritized the ethical treatment of all participants by implementing key 
measures such as informed consent, confidentiality, and the right to withdraw. Before 
participation, parents received detailed information about the study's purpose, 
procedures, and any potential risks, allowing them to make an informed decision. Written 
consent was obtained, ensuring that their involvement was entirely voluntary. To protect 
participants' identities, personal information was anonymized, and data were securely 
stored, accessible only to the research team. Furthermore, participants were assured they 
could withdraw from the study at any time without repercussions, reinforcing their 
autonomy and comfort throughout the research process. 

Additionally, the study emphasized minimizing harm and respecting participants. 
Careful consideration was given to the phrasing of questions to avoid sensitive topics, 
and support resources were available to address any distress experienced during the 
study. The research also received approval from an appropriate ethics review board, 
confirming adherence to established ethical standards. Findings were reported 
transparently, acknowledging participants' contributions and emphasizing the 
significance of their experiences. Through these measures, the study aimed to foster a 
respectful and ethical environment for participants while advancing the understanding of 
parental involvement in reading comprehension. 
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