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ABSTRACT

Research emphasizes the critical role of interactive teaching strategies in promoting
student engagement and learning outcomes. According to Prince (2004), active learning
techniques, such as collaborative learning and hands-on activities, significantly enhance
student involvement, leading to improved comprehension and retention of material. The
study found that when students actively participate in their learning processes, they
exhibit higher motivation and satisfaction. Similarly, Hattie (2009) emphasizes the
importance of visual aids, noting that they can double the rate of learning when effectively
integrated into teaching practices. Hattie’s meta-analysis reveals that visual stimuli help
students process and understand complex information, facilitating deeper cognitive
engagement. Furthermore, studies by Hamari et al. (2016) on gamification indicate that
game-like elements in education can increase motivation and participation among
students. The integration of these interactive strategies aligns with the findings of this
study, which highlights the strong preference of Grade 6 pupils for visual aids, hands-on
learning, gamification, and collaborative approaches. This literature supports the notion
that employing a variety of interactive methods not only accommodates diverse learning
styles but also fosters a more engaging and effective classroom environment. By
implementing these strategies, educators can create dynamic learning experiences that
promote active participation and enhance overall academic achievement.
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INTRODUCTION

The context of education has shifted significantly from traditional models, where
students primarily absorbed information through lectures, to more dynamic and interactive
learning environments. This evolution is largely driven by technological advancements
and innovative teaching methods aimed at enhancing student engagement. Modern
education emphasizes active participation, which fosters a deeper understanding of
material and improves knowledge retention. As noted by Cardino et al. (2020), ongoing
research focuses on effective teaching strategies that cater to diverse learning styles,
ensuring education remains relevant in a rapidly changing world.

Research highlights the importance of student engagement in academic success,
as demonstrated by Picton, Kahu, and Nelson (2018). Engaged learners are more likely
to participate actively in their education, leading to better outcomes. This study seeks to
explore straightforward interactive teaching strategies that can elevate engagement
levels in elementary classrooms, tailoring methods to the unique needs of young learners.
The goal is to implement practical approaches that encourage interest and participation,
ultimately enriching the educational experience.

The concept of student engagement encompasses the time, energy, and
resources students invest in their learning, as defined by Munna et al. (2021). Traditional
rote memorization techniques have proven less effective in fostering critical thinking.
Instead, interactive teaching methods promote active involvement, enabling students to
think independently and analytically. Karman et al. (2023) assert that these methods not
only bolster critical thinking and collaboration but also build students' self-efficacy,
essential for their academic journey.

Effective teaching strategies that encourage interaction can significantly enhance
student learning outcomes. As Akpan and Beard (2016) emphasize, facilitating
connections between prior knowledge and new concepts through discussions aids real-
world problem-solving. Such strategies boost self-confidence and foster a deeper
understanding of subjects. Furthermore, implementing methodologies like Socratic
dialogue can stimulate critical thinking, guiding students to explore knowledge actively
rather than passively receiving information (Saritas, 2016).

Teachers must adapt their roles in the classroom to foster interactive
environments. Nash (2019) emphasizes that such settings promote engagement through
proven presentation and facilitation techniques, kinesthetic activities, and collaborative
learning. By encouraging students to take ownership of their learning, they become
motivated and develop essential skills, including goal setting and self-monitoring. This
ownership leads to more meaningful learning experiences and better retention of
knowledge (Nzesel, 2015).

Student engagement is multifaceted, involving behavioral, cognitive, and
emotional dimensions, as outlined by Finn and Zimmer (2014) and Skinner and Pitzer
(2014). High engagement levels correlate with improved academic performance and
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positive social-emotional development. The transition to remote learning during the
pandemic posed challenges for maintaining engagement; however, research indicates
that modified hands-on activities can effectively bridge learning gaps, utilizing available
materials at home to support student learning (Scispace, 2020).

In light of the current educational challenges, particularly following the pandemic,
this study aims to identify simple yet effective strategies for enhancing student
engagement at Loo Elementary School. By observing classroom dynamics and consulting
with educators, the research will explore established pedagogical methods and gather
insights from experienced teachers. The focus will be on developing strategies that align
with the diverse learning preferences of elementary students, ensuring that educational
practices are both engaging and effective.

Research Questions

This study aimed to investigate the role of parental involvement in the development of
reading comprehension skills among Grade 4 students at Abatan Elementary School.
Specifically, the study sought to answer the following questions:
1. What are the effective and implementable interactive teaching strategies that can
significantly enhance student engagement in elementary classrooms?
2. What are the effective and implementable interactive teaching strategies aligning
with different learning styles present in elementary students?
3. What training design can be implemented in proposing the effective interactive
teaching strategies to future educators?

METHODOLOGY

To explore simple yet effective strategies for enhancing student engagement, this
study adopted a quantitative approach. This method provides a comprehensive
understanding of how easily implementable interactive strategies can improve
engagement in elementary classrooms. As defined by Palma (2021), quantitative
research focuses on measurement and evaluation through statistical methods. It involves
the collection and analysis of numerical data to complement findings regarding student
engagement and various teaching strategies.

Quantitative analysis employs systematic techniques for interpreting and deriving
insights from numerical data. It utilizes statistical techniques and mathematical models to
uncover patterns and correlations within datasets (Eteng, 2022).

The research was conducted at Loo Elementary School in Loo, Buguias, Benguet.
Participants included seven intermediate teachers, two Grade |V teachers, three Grade
V teachers, two Grade VI teachers, and two sections of Grade VI students.

This research utilized probability sampling, specifically simple random sampling,
allowing researchers to make broader conclusions about the population based on the
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selected sample. In this approach, every individual in the population has an equal chance
of being chosen (Nikolopoulou, 2023). The sampling occurred at Abatan Elementary
School in Abatan, Buguias, Benguet.

Data was collected using a survey questionnaire consisting of four questions
regarding preferred teaching strategies for students, based on the work of Cardino and
Dela Cruz (2020). Each strategy in the questionnaire included five questions. The section
on visual aids was adapted from Majumder (2019) and Tang et al. (2018). Questions
related to hands-on activities were derived from the studies of Rafique (2017), Davidson
(2017), and Nadeem (2024). Lastly, the gamification questionnaire was based on Bicen
and Kocakoyun (2018) and Mee Mee et al. (2020).

Observations were divided into two sections: teaching strategies and student
engagement. The first part focused on the strategies employed by teachers to
accommodate diverse learning styles, while the second assessed student interaction and
collaboration during lessons.

The questionnaires assessed both student and teacher profiles, teaching
strategies, and levels of student engagement. After obtaining permission from relevant
authorities, communication letters and informed consent were sent and received. Once
approved, the researchers administered the questionnaires in a paper-and-pencil format.
Two sets of surveys were used: one for students to select preferred teaching strategies
and another for teachers to rate student engagement on a scale from 1 to 5, where 5
represents the highest level of engagement and 1 the lowest.

Quantitative data regarding student engagement with various teaching
approaches was processed through statistical analysis. Results will indicate the levels of
student engagement during learning and will be illustrated using bar graphs. Additionally,
the preferred teaching strategies of students will be represented in pie charts.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The findings of this study align with existing research that emphasizes the
effectiveness of interactive teaching strategies in fostering student engagement.
According to Mayer (2009), the use of visual aids significantly enhances learning
outcomes by facilitating cognitive processing and improving retention of information.
Mayer's principles of multimedia learning suggest that well-designed visual materials,
such as charts and videos, can help students integrate new knowledge with their existing
cognitive frameworks. This supports the survey result that 96.7% of Grade 6 pupils
preferred visual aids.

Hands-on learning, as highlighted by Dewey (1938), is essential for effective
education, promoting experiential engagement and deeper understanding. Dewey argues
that students learn best when they can actively participate in their education, an assertion
corroborated by the 88.9% preference for hands-on activities among students in this
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study. This active participation not only boosts motivation but also enhances critical
thinking and problem-solving skills, crucial for academic success.

Gamification, increasingly recognized as a valuable pedagogical tool, has been
explored by researchers such as Deterding et al. (2011), who suggest that game
elements can significantly increase student motivation and engagement. However, the
mixed feelings about gamification reflected in this study, with 15.6% of pupils indicating a
lack of preference, underline the necessity for careful implementation. Additionally,
collaborative learning strategies have been shown to promote social skills and collective
problem-solving (Johnson & Johnson, 2009), which is reflected in the 77.8% preference
among students. This literature reinforces the need for educators to adopt a diverse array
of interactive strategies that accommodate various learning styles, creating a more
inclusive and effective learning environment.

Conclusions

In conclusion, the study highlights the critical role of simple yet effective interactive
teaching strategies in enhancing student engagement in Grade 6 classrooms. By shifting
the focus from passive learning to active participation, educators can create a dynamic
environment where students are motivated to explore and construct their own knowledge.
The findings suggest that strategies such as visual aids, hands-on activities, and
gamification are not only effective but also easily implementable, allowing teachers to
spark a genuine passion for learning among their pupils. This active engagement not only
improves academic performance but also fosters essential skills like critical thinking and
communication.

The research also emphasizes the importance of tailoring teaching strategies to
accommodate diverse learning styles present in elementary classrooms. Collaborative
learning, along with the use of visual aids and gamification, stands out as a way to
address the varied preferences of students. By incorporating these strategies, teachers
can ensure that all pupils feel included and valued in the learning process, thereby
enhancing overall engagement. The positive reception of these methods from both
students and teachers underlines their potential to create a more inclusive and effective
educational experience.

To facilitate the implementation of these effective teaching strategies, the
researchers propose a training design titled “From Lecture to Lively: Spark Engagement
in Your Elementary Classroom.” This initiative aims to equip future educators with the
necessary skills and knowledge to incorporate interactive teaching methods effectively.
By providing professional development focused on these innovative strategies, teachers
can better engage their students, ultimately leading to improved educational outcomes.
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This approach underscores the importance of continuous learning for educators to keep
pace with evolving teaching methodologies and student needs.

Recommendations

The first recommendation emphasizes the importance of using varied approaches
to foster self-confidence among students. Educators should actively implement strategies
that not only enhance academic skills but also build students' belief in their abilities. By
creating a supportive classroom environment where students feel safe to express
themselves and take risks, teachers can significantly boost their self-esteem. Techniques
such as positive reinforcement, individual feedback, and opportunities for self-directed
learning can empower students, enabling them to approach challenges with a growth
mindset.

To further enhance student engagement, it is crucial to provide teachers with
comprehensive training and ongoing support focused on effective teaching strategies.
Professional development programs should equip educators with the tools and
methodologies necessary to address the diverse learning styles present in their
classrooms. This training can include workshops, collaborative planning sessions, and
access to resources that showcase best practices in interactive teaching. By ensuring
that teachers are well-prepared to implement these strategies, schools can create a more
engaging and responsive learning environment for their students.

Lastly, the Department of Education (DepEd) is encouraged to adopt the proposed
training design aimed at promoting effective and implementable teaching strategies. By
integrating this training into the professional development framework, DepEd can facilitate
a systemic change in teaching practices across elementary classrooms. This initiative not
only supports educators in refining their skills but also emphasizes the importance of
fostering student engagement as a key component of quality education. With the backing
of a structured training program, teachers will be better positioned to create engaging
learning experiences that cater to the needs of all students, ultimately leading to improved
educational outcomes.

Compliance with Ethical Standards

In conducting this study, strict adherence to ethical standards was a fundamental
priority to ensure the integrity of the research process. Informed consent was obtained
from all participants, including teachers and students, prior to their involvement in the
study. Parents or guardians of the grade 6 pupils were also informed about the purpose
of the research and the nature of their child's participation. This process ensured that all
participants understood their rights, the voluntary nature of their involvement, and the
measures taken to protect their privacy and confidentiality throughout the study.

Furthermore, the data collection methods were designed to minimize any potential
harm or discomfort to the participants. The survey questionnaires were structured to
gather insights without requiring sensitive personal information, thus protecting the

anonymity of the respondents. All data collected was securely stored and only accessible
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to the research team, ensuring that individual responses could not be linked back to the
participants. This commitment to confidentiality was communicated to participants,
fostering a sense of trust and encouraging honest feedback regarding their educational
experiences.

Lastly, the research adhered to the ethical guidelines established by the
educational institution and the Department of Education (DepEd). The study underwent
an ethical review process to evaluate its design and methodology, ensuring that it aligned
with accepted ethical practices in educational research. By prioritizing ethical
considerations, the study not only upheld the dignity of its participants but also contributed
to the credibility and reliability of its findings, ultimately enhancing the value of the
research within the educational community.
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